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LESSON I 
THE WORLD IN THE MAKING 


Lesson MATERIAL: Gen. 1: 1-10. 
Memory VERSE: “In the beginning God created the heavens 


and the earth.” Gen. 1:1. 

There was a time when the earth on which we live 
did not exist. Then God, who has always existed, 
“created the heavens and the earth.’’ Gen. 1:1. The 
story of that wonderful creation we have just now read 
from our Bible. God brought the sky, v. 6, the dry 
land or the earth, vs. 9, 10, and the waters called seas, 
v. 10, into being, and if we were to read farther we 
should find that God caused grass and trees, flowers, 
and the like to grow out of the earth; he put fish and 
water animals into the sea, and birds and animals on 
the earth, and finally he put men and women into the 
world to be masters of the earth, the sky, and the sea. 
ne 1726. 

God’s creation of the world is very marvelous and 
men have never ceased to wonder at it and to study 
the sky, the earth, and the sea. The more we study our 
world the more wonderful it all seems and the surer 
we are that God is at work in his world to-day. 

It is a long, long time since God created the world, 
a longer time ago than any of us can imagine. We read 
or talk of something that happened fifty years ago 
or a hundred years ago and we think that was a long 
time ago, but when we think of the time when God 
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created the world, we are thinking of that which took 
place thousands of years ago, and of course we have 
no understanding of such a length of time as that. 

How do we know even approximately how long 
it is since God created the world? Well, God has written 
dates all through the earth, and men searching and 
studying here and there find them and tell us about 
them. Possibly you may keep a diary or a record of 
the most important things that you do each day or 
each week. If you do, you set down the date, what- 
ever it may be, and then you write after it what hap- 
pened. For instance, you may write in your diary for 
this week the date, and then record “Entered Daily 
Vacation Bible School at ——-———————..””. Suppose 
your diary is preserved for fifty or a hundred years. 
Some one reading it after that long time will know that 
you attended D. V. B. S. in July of this year. So 
God has written dates and events all through the earth, 
and now, as we open the “Book of Nature” and read 
or’ study “God’s Out of Doors,” we find various dates 
and records that carry us back and back until we know 
that God must have created the world a long, long time 
ago. 

God does not write down actual dates of days and 
months and years in his book of nature as you and I 
do in our diary, but he does place in the earth marks 
of various sorts by which we can tell how long ago 
such and such a part of the earth was formed. 

It is quite evident that God did not just create the 
world and then have nothing more to do with it. He 
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did not do that any more than you girls would think 
merely of cutting out the garment you wish to make, 
leaving it to sew itself. He did not do that any more 
than you boys would cut the pieces of wood that you 
want for your jumping-jack and then lay them aside, 
expecting them to become a jumping-jack without your 
doing any further work on them. You would use cer- 
tain tools with which to form the various things that 
you expect to make in this school. So God has been 
at work in his world through the long centuries and 
so he is to-day. He uses a number of different tools 
such as fire, water, pressure, and wind. 

There was a time when God used fire to melt the 
earth so that he could shape it just as the blacksmith 
melts a piece of iron and shapes it into the tool that 
he wants to make. Everyone knows that hot objects 
cool, and we know about how long it takes some things 
to cool. There are still great fires burning in the center 
of the earth, but we can tell approximately how long 
it has taken the earth to cool as it is now, probably 
thousands of years. You see then how God has written 
a date by means of fire. It is just like that ruin that 
still stands in your town at a certain corner; when you 
see it you remember that a fire took place there a year 
ago or possibly five years ago. The fire has written a 
date for you. 

God has used and is using water to shape the world. 
Rivers and streams and oceans are all busy carrying 
earth and sand and rocks here and there. We watch 
this work going on and we can tell about how long it 
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takes the water to carry a certain quantity of earth 
and sand and rock. By measuring a deposit such as 
that at the mouth of the Mississippi River, we can 
tell about how long it has been in the forming. So God 
has written another date, this time by water. 

God has made various kinds of earth and rock quite 
largely by pressure, that is, by piling more and more 
earth on top. As we dig down into the earth we find 
rock of various kinds, of limestone, sandstone, chalk, 
or coal and since these all belong to different ages 
and take certain great measures of time to make, again 
we gather some idea of the age of the earth because 
God has written these dates through it. 

We can be sure that it is a very old, old world that 
we live in, that “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth,” and that he has been at work 
in his world ever since. 


LESSON II 


GOD AT WORK IN HIS WORLD 


Lesson Martertat: Ps. 104: 1-9. 
Memory Verse: “Stand still, and consider the wondrous works 


of God.” Job 37:14. 

Yesterday we read the story of God’s creation of the 
world as it is written in prose in the first chapter of 
Genesis. To-day we have read that same story as it 
is written in poetry in Psalm 104. In this beautiful 
poem we are told something more about God’s shaping 
of the world since he created it, of the tools that he 
uses, and of his thought for us in all that he has done 


GOD AT WORK IN HIS WORLD “1 


and is doing. God is great and good and we have reason 
to be grateful to him. Vs. 1, 2. 

“Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain,” v. 
2, we have read, and surely when we look up into the 
sky on a clear day it does look as if God had stretched 
a great, blue curtain above us and let it fall all around 
us. It is not always just blue, for God, by means of sun 
and mists and clouds, puts wonderfully beautiful chang- 
ing colors into it. 

Every living thing—animals, fish, trees, plants, and 
every growing thing, needs air. We can live without 
food or water for a while but we cannot live many 
moments without air. If you doubt that just close your 
mouth tightly and pinch your nose with your fingers, 
and see how soon you will be in need of air. In reality 
the great, beautiful curtain which we call the sky, or 
the heavens, is a great ocean of air and we cannot 
live without it any more than a fish can live out 
of water. Every person needs about six thousand quarts 
of air each hour), but there is plenty of it for us all, and 
for every living thing, for God has put us at the bottom 
of his great ocean: of air. 

Psalm 104: 1-9 assures us that God is with us and 
busy among us in our world. He makes the winds his 
messengers, v. 4, sending them here and there as car- 
riers of warmth and cold, of rain and snow, to all the 
parts of the earth. The winds carry seeds, too, from one 
place to another, so that all kinds of fruits and flowers 
and other vegetable growth are scattered over the world. 
The winds are purifiers, cleansing the air, making it 
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fresh and clean for us to breathe. So you see they are 
indeed God’s busy messengers. We can hardly imagine 
what it might mean if the winds should fail to blow. 
Some one has tried to suggest it in these verses: 


“The winds refused to blow; 
‘No use,’ said they, ‘to try, 
From North, or South, or East, or West 
These folks to satisfy. 
The North Wind is too cold! 
The West Wind bold and rough, 
The East is chilly, they complain; 
The South, not cool enough!’ ” 


“And so the windmills stopped, 
The ships lay idly by, 

The sun beat down from morn till night 
Because no clouds could fly. 

The people sighed for wind; 
‘Blow hot or cold,’ said they. 

‘From North, or South, or East, or West, 
’Twill be the wisest way!” 


In Ps. 104: 4 we read also that ‘‘flames of fire [are] 
his [God’s] ministers.” To be sure of that we have 
only to think for a moment how wonderfully God uses 
flames of fire to serve him in his work. In our last story 
we were told that the interior of the earth is a great, fiery 
furnace. We know that this is true because the farther 
down we dig into the earth the warmer we find it to 
be. To save the earth from exploding as steam boilers 
sometimes do, God has established safety valves, which 
we call earthquakes and volcanoes, artesian wells and 
hot springs. Out of the volcanoes there are thrown up 
ashes, hot stone, and melted stone called lava, and out 
of the hot springs there rise at intervals hot water and 
steam, all of it escaping from the center of the earth 
where these great fires rage. By these flames of fire 
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God has melted great quantities of earth and then, cool- 
ing it, he has formed the hardest kind of rock, known 
as fire-built rock or granite. This is also called bed 
rock because God has used it to make a strong endur- 
ing foundation, v. 5, upon which to build the earth 
crust or that outer covering upon which we live. By 
these internal fires, too, God makes the gold and iron 
and other minerals. Some of the heat that is so neces- 
sary to the earth comes from these fires that burn inside 
the world. 

Not all the flames of fire that are God’s wonderful 
messengers are inside the world, however. Some of 
them are there in the sun that makes the days so warm 
and that gives so much light. It is such a brilliant flame 
of fire that you or I cannot look at it, without hurting 
our eyes, at noontime, when we are closest to the sun. 
Without the sun our world would freeze up, and no 
one could live on it. Without the sun we would have 
no beautiful daylight. Without the sun our grains 
and fruits and vegetables would never grow and ripen. 
God’s flames of fire are truly his ministers, and he has 
made them our ministers, too. 

Now let us read again the last verses of the psalm 
that we are to study to-day. Vs. 6-9. In the beginning 
of the creation of the world the earth was covered with 
water. But God ordered the waters to move back, and 
lifted the mountains and the valleys and all the land 
up out of the water, building great banks or walls 
around the ocean and the seas, binding them in their 
places so that they may not cover the earth again. 


12 GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 


How wonderfully God has made and takes care of 
this world in which we live! Surely, as we look at 
the great sky curtain and at the sun, we can say, “God 
is in the heavens.” And then, as we think of the earth 
and its great fire within and its usefulness, and of 
how safe we are from both the fire and the water that 
could so easily destroy us all, we must exclaim, “God 
is in the world.” 

REFERENCES 


“The Fairyland of Science,” by Buckley. 

“Story-Book of Science,” by Fabre. : ‘ 

“Tntroduction to Physical Geography,” by Gilbert and Brig- 
ham. 


LESSON II 
GOD’S GARDEN 


Lesson MarertaL: Gen. 2:8, 9, 15-17. 
Memory Verse: “And Jehovah God planted a garden east- 


bose in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.” 
en 20. 

God did not first of all put a man in a city or a town, 
but in a garden. The first home that God gave man 
was in the midst of a garden, v. 8, and the first work 
that he gave him to do was to take care of the garden. 
V..15. I suppose that God put the man in such a place 
because he knew that it was the best place for him 
to begin in and because he would most surely learn 
to know God there. 

All of us enjoy hearing or reading fairy stories. 
Most of us have heard the story of Sleeping Beauty. 
You remember how, under the spell of the angry fairy, 
the maiden pricked herself with the spindle and slept 
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a hundred years as a result. The horses in the stalls, 
the dogs in the courtyard, the doves on the roof, the 
cook who was boxing the scullery boy’s ears in the 
kitchen, and the king and queen with all their cour- 
tiers in the hall remained spellbound during all that 
time. A thick hedge grew up around the castle, and all 
within was very still. When the hundred years had 
passed, a valiant prince came. The hedge opened before 
him and as he passed through, beautiful flowers sprang 
up. Entering the castle he found the room where the 
princess lay and with a kiss he raised her and all 
around her to life again. That is an interesting and 
wonderful story, to be sure, but just as interesting and 
wonderful a story can be told about any garden, for 
it is a veritable fairyland wherein remarkable things 
take place. 

Sometimes a little stream runs through the garden. 
If you will listen it will seem to sing as it flows busily 
along. Then perhaps through the night it has rained, 
and in the morning the drops on the grass and the trees 
sparkle in the first sunlight. But during another night 
a strange thing has happened. The little stream has 
suddenly become silent. The water stands perfectly 
still. The very ripples have become fixed and motion- 
less. Water solidified hangs in beautiful icicles. The 
drops on the grass and the trees, instead: of disappear- 
ing with the first rays of the sun have become tiny 
crystals sparkling in the sunlight. On the windowpanes 
of the house are beautiful pictures and delicate pat- 
terns drawn by Jack Frost. By and by the deliverer 
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comes. Prince Sunbeam, with his friend South Wind, 
arrives. Flowers spring up where they travel. They, 
by a caressing touch, set free the sleeping stream and 
it goes singing on its way again. The icicles and the 
pictures on the windows disappear. The trees and the 
grass shake off the snow and the ice and put on new 
clothing of green. Tiny, green shoots break through 
the ground and unfold into large plants. They creep 
over the ground or climb over trellises or grow bushy 
or tall. Many flowers bloom; fruits gradually develop 
and ripen. Everywhere in God’s garden now there is 
life and beauty and plenty. What a wonderful thing 
it is to watch these things take place in the gardens 
and know that it is God who brings it all about for 
our needs‘ and our happiness! 

Some folks are like Peter Bell of whom Wordsworth 
wrote: : : 

A primrose by a river’s brim 


A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more. 


Such people will miss the fairy stories that a garden 
has to tell. Most of us, however, cannot long look at 
a garden without discovering in it something of God’s 
wonder-working power and of his goodness. Shaks- 
pere tells us that there are 

Tongues in trees, books in the running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 

Surely everyone has seen a garden of some sort. 
Even though you haven’t a yard or a bit of ground 
wiiere you can have a garden, perhaps you have seen 
many gardens. If you have been out in the country 
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you have seen big gardens where great trees and smaller 
fruit trees grow, and flowers and grains and vegetables, 
for all the countryside is God’s garden. Then perhaps 
you have seen smaller gardens either in the country or 
in the city, in which just flowers were grown or maybe 
you have seen a vegetable garden having in it potatoes, 
corn, peas, beans, lettuce, parsley, radishes, and onions. 
Isn't it wonderful that all of these things usually grow 
from tiny, little seeds and never become mixed up? The 
watermelon does not forget and try to be a potato nor 
does the lettuce become a radish. The gardener has 
nothing to do with that. He only plants the seeds, 
and each seed grows into just that which it is intended 
to be. 

Our cities have their gardens, too. The city parks 
are really gardens. Sometimes we call them “garden 
spots.” In many cities vacant lots are loaned to people 
who are willing to plant them and take care of them 
during the summer time. Many folks in the cities have 
small gardens, at least—sometimes with room enough 
only for a few kinds of vegetables or for only one or 
two kinds of flowers. To be sure, some people haven't 
room for even so small a garden as that. I heard of a 
little girl whose Sunday-school teacher told her about 
this same beautiful garden of Eden of which we read 
this morning, but the little girl seemed not to be inter- 
ested at all. Finally the teacher asked her why she 
didn’t care to hear about the garden of Eden, and she 
answered, “Why I ’spose it’s all built over now.”’ That 
is the trouble in so many of our cities. Any place that 
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might have been used as a garden is “all built over” 
with a street and a sidewalk or with a building. Yet I 
have seen beautiful little gardens in boxes on the porch, 
or even on the fire escape, or on the window sill, and 
sometimes on the roof. Even in small gardens we can 
see how wonderfully God causes flowers and vegetables 
to grow for our happiness and good. 

If the city has almost completely “built over’’ its 
garden places, God has kept great, wide stretches of 
country open for gardens, and in them are grown all 
of the good things in plenty that all the people in the 
world need to eat. To be sure there are many people 
who do not have enough to eat, but that is not because 
God has failed to provide for them. Somewhere in the 
world there is enough for everyone. The difficulty is 
that we have not yet learned how to bring the food: 
from God’s garden in which it is grown to the people 
who need it, but in his garden God has grown enough 
and to spare for everyone. 


REFERENCES 


See books already referred to and 


“Wonders of Earth, Sea, and Sky, ” of the Young Folks’ 
Library. 


LESSON IV 


GOD’S CALENDAR 


Lesson MatTErRIAL: Gen. 8: 22 to 9:3, 7-16. 


Memory Verse: “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and 
harvest, and cold and heat, and: summer and winter, and day and 
night shall not cease.” Gen. 8: 


I wonder how many of you looked at the calendar 
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this morning? What did you discover? You were in- 
formed that this is the year 1921. That is, this is called 
the one thousand nine hundred and twenty-first year 
since Christ was born, for the calendar we use numbers 
the years from that great event. The calendar also 
told you that this is the month of July, and Friday, the 
eighth day of the month. There are some other inter- 
esting things that the calendar may have told you. It 
may have told you if there is a moon to be seen to-night 
—if the sky is not clouded—and whether it is a new 
moon, or a full moon, or the second or third quarter 
of the moon. Your calendar may tell you also what days 
are holidays, such as the Fourth of July—days when 
you have the privilege of staying out of school. 

Not all calendars tell about the moon and holidays, 
and calendars have not always been like that which 
we use now. Calendars are simply ‘‘accounts,” that is 
what the word means, of time as men have kept them. 
Of course not all people have kept account in the same 
way. There is a Jewish calendar which is quite dif- 
ferent from ours; the Jews still use this, though of 
course they use ours, also. There have been also an 
Egyptian calendar, and a Greek calendar, and many 
others. Our calendar, the Christian calendar, has grown 
out of a calendar invented first by a man named 
Julius Cesar, and later improved by a man named 
Gregory, so that our calendar is often called the 
Gregorian calendar. Some hundred and twenty-five 
years ago the French invented a new form of calendar, 
by which they made the weeks to be ten days long. 
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They did this in an attempt to be rid of Sunday and 
the recognition of Christ and things Christian. That 
calendar was used for only a little while; the French 
people soon discovered, as others have done, that God’s 
week of seven days, with one of the days set aside 
for the worship of God and for rest, is the very best 
possible arrangement for the greatest good of all people. 

The calendar is a most useful thing. Think how diffi- 
cult it would be to carry on business, and how very 
much mixed up we would all of us be, if we had no 
way by which to reckon time. 

The calendars we have been talking about thus far 
have all been devised by men, but God also has a calen- 
dar. God's calendar is not a printed calendar like ours. 
It does not number the years or the days, nor name the 
months, but it does measure the years, months, and 
days. Since God made his calendar he has never 
changed it, and he has promised that as long as the 
world lasts, he will not change it, but that always there 
will be, “‘seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night.” This is a 
most assuring promise, because if ever it should happen 
that we were to have only daytime or only nighttime, 
always summer or always winter, we would probably 
be a most unhappy people. To be sure, there are parts 
of the world where it is winter or summer all the time. 
There are parts of the world, too, where the night 
continues during a part of the year and day during 
the other part. But there are not a great many people 
living in such portions of the world. 
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A story tells us that some men once thought they 
could persuade the bees to make more honey than they 
were making. So, after the bees had worked hard all 
day and had gone to rest, these men turned on a bril- 
liant electric light. Thus they made it appear to the bees 
to be daytime. The bees went to work again, and kept 
at it until the light was turned off. When the sun arose 
and the new day really came, they went at their work 
again. At the close of the day they were all worn out, 
and many of them died as the result. 

God has given us and most of his creatures the days 
while the light continues for work and the nights for 
rest. When we misuse either the day or the night we 
do ourselves harm, and really accomplish less than 
we might otherwise do. 

God makes his perfect calendar by a wonderful regu- 
lation of the sun and the earth and all the stars and 
planets. He keeps this world of ours, which, as you 
know, is like a great ball, moving around the sun with 
at least three motions at once. First of all the world 
is traveling around the sun in a great circle, completing 
the journey once every three hundred and sixty-five and 
one quarter days, that is, once a year. Thus God marks 
a year on his calendar as it passes. This journey around 
the sun is made at a terrific speed, for we are going at 
a rate that is a thousand times faster than any express 
train has ever gone. 

While the world is making this journey, it is always 
slanting toward the sun, changing the slant just enough 
so that the sun’s rays fall more directly on a given 
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part at certain times of the year than they do at others. 
It is this slant of the world that makes our seasons. 
When our part of the world is slanted most directly 
toward the sun we have the summer time as now and 
when farthest away then we have the winter time, and 
of course the spring and autumn come between. Thus 
God marks the various seasons on his calendar. 

Besides traveling around the sun and slanting in a 
certain direction as it goes, the world is also spinning, 
as a ball sometimes is made to spin when a boy throws 
it. The world, as you may knew, turns completely 
around once in every twenty-four hours. That, too, is 
\ a very great speed, about a thousand miles an hour. Of 
course you can readily see that turning round and round 
in this way, half of the world will be turned toward the 
sun which gives that part of the world daylight while 
the other half turned away from the sun is in dark- 
ness, or night. Thus God indicates the day and the 
night on his calendar. 

God’s changing of his calendar, the marking of the 
passing years, the gradual change of one season into 
another so that we hardly realize it, and the passing of 
day into night and night into day, is quite like a fairy 
story or a thing of magic. Remember how fast we 
travel around, spinning all the while, and yet how safely 
we are kept. Remember that none of us ever falls off 
the earth and the world never runs into any of the many 
stars among which it travels. Remember how surely 
the years come and go, the seasons coming one after 
another and the days following the nights, none ever 
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being forgotten. Then surely we must conclude that 
it is the power of God that does all this. God is keep- 
ing his word with us. His calendar does not fail. 

Once in the long, long ago God allowed a great flood 
to come upon all the world. You have heard or read 
the story many times. When Noah and his family with 
the birds and animals that had been saved in the ark 
were beginning again to build homes, God made this 
promise that we have been talking about. He also 
told Noah and his sons that they were to be the masters 
of all beasts, birds, and fish of every sort, Gen. 9: 1-3, 
just as they have proved themselves to be since that 
time. He encouraged Noah and all who should come 
after him to cultivate the ground and plant seeds in 
the confidence that never again would a flood cover all 
the world at one time. Vs. 7-16. Always there will 
be the seasons that give opportunity for sowing and 
for harvesting. 

God marks his calendar so that we can tell of the 
approaching changes. Just before the night comes there 
is a little time of twilight, or evening. It can best be 
observed in the country. As the sun disappears below 
the horizon, the birds become silent and disappear, 
going to their nests for the night. In the eastern sky 
you may catch a glimpse of the first star. In a little 
while there are many stars shining, and the nighttime 
has come. 


“And now another day is done, 
I'll sing my Maker’s praise, 

My comforts every hour make known, 
His providence and grace.” 
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In the early morning, quite a while before most of 
us are awake, there is first of all a faint streak of 
light in the eastern sky that widens and grows brighter 
quite rapidly. With the dawn the birds waken and 
begin to twitter and sing and fly about, and in a little 
while the world that has been so hushed and quiet is 
awake and busy, and the morning has come; 


“Wy God who makes the sun to know, 
His proper hour to rise 

And, to give light to all below, 
Doth send him round the skies.” 


Summer and winter are introduced to us by the 
spring and the autumn. There is a difference in the air. 
There are the first signs of buds or the falling of the 
leaves. There is the coming or the going of the birds, 
and there is a lengthening or a shortening of the days. 
By these signs in his calendar God is telling us when 
the summer or the winter draws near. 

There is one other sign that appears in his calendar. 
We see it usually just as the sun first comes out from 
behind the clouds after a rainfall. We call it a rainbow. 
As we see it in all of its wonderfully beautiful colors 
stretching sometimes clear across the sky from horizon 
to horizon, we are reminded of God’s promise that the 
seasons and the day and the night shall not fail while 
the earth remains. With the psalmist we are sure that: 


“The day is thine, the night also is thine: 
Thou hast prepared the light and the sun, 


Thou hast made summer and. winter.” 
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SUGGESTIONS 


Poems that may be used. 
“The Light of Stars,” by H. W. Longfellow. 


“Now the Day Is Over,” by S. Baring-Gould. 

“Good Night and Good Morning,” by Lord Houghton. 

It would be well to use a chart illustrating the move- 
ment of the earth around the sun, and also a globe. 


REFERENCES 


“The Book of Knowledge.” “The Children’s Encyclopedia.” 
“The Bible Story,” by Marshall and Wood. 


LESSON V 
THE EXPLORER 


Lesson Materrat: Gen. 12: 1-4, 9. 

Memory Verse: “By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed to go out unto a place which he was to receive for an 
inheritance; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
Heb: 1128: 

We have just read a part of the story of the world’s 
first great explorer. There have been many great ex- 
plorers, and we enjoy reading or hearing the story of 
their brave and remarkable adventures. There is the 
story of Marco Polo who, as a boy, walked from 
Europe to China, and grew up at the court of the 
king. Then there are the stories of Livingstone in 
Africa, of Humboldt in South America, of Franklin, 
Nansen, Amundsen, and Peary, searchers for the south 
and north poles. 

Of course the first stories of our own country are 
stories of explorers, beginning with Columbus and 
going on to Balboa, Cartier, and the Cabots, Marquette 
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and Joliet and La Salle, Henry Hudson, Hennepin, 
and Lewis and Clark. 

The explorer is a brave man, not because he is never 
afraid, but because, in spite of fears, he ventures on 
and on into strange lands and among unknown people. 
He is a man of faith who is always believing that there 
are great and worth-while things undiscovered, and 
that he may find them. The explorer has been the man 
to find new and unknown countries and portions of 
country, oceans, lakes, and rivers; he has found wealth 
and opportunity for the rest of the world. We all owe 
him a great debt of appreciation and gratitude. But 
it might be that we owe most to this first great explorer 
who lived at least two thousand years before Christ 
came on earth. 

I have often wondered about Abram asa boy. There 
is little or nothing about his boyhood in the Bible 
story. We are told that his first home was in Chaldea. 
I wonder if he learned there how to read and write, 
and if he studied the stars, as was quite common in 
that country. Possibly he was a shepherd boy, or 
worked in the fields, helping to plow and to sow and 
to reap. 

I wonder if there were any influences that came into 
his life then that prompted him afterwards to become 
an explorer. When Abram was a young man, his 
father, Terah, with him and with all of the family, 
moved a long distance. Evidently Terah purposed to 
go farther, Gen. 11:31, but for some reason they were 
hindered. Possibly Terah talked much with. Abram 
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about some day going on to Canaan. Or it may have 
been that Abram, while he cared for the sheep, became 
familiar with the stars, learning how to be guided by 
them. That knowledge may have prompted him to want 
to set out on a journey of discovery. The stars are 
quite apt to make us think of long distances and of 
the unknown. Thus he would be ready for God’s call, 
ch. 12:1, urging him to leave home and go to seek 
a new land. : 

Have you ever thought that God speaks to us to-day ? 
We sometimes say, “I had a feeling that I ought to go,” 
or, “I felt that I must go.” Often the feeling is God’s 
way of speaking to us. An interesting story is told 
of Sir John Franklin, who is said to have been one 
of the most celebrated navigators of all time. His 
parents had desired that he become a minister, but he 
felt that God wanted him to be a great explorer, instead. 
His home was inland. One summer he spent a short 
vacation on the seashore. While there it seemed to him 
as if every ship going out to sea invited him to go 
with it; as if every wave as it rolled away beckoned 
him to follow, and as if every wind that blew whispered 
or shouted to him to be on the move. I think these 
must have been God’s ways of speaking to him. He 
did go, and at the risk of his life he opened up a 
way through the frozen Northland, over which other 
explorers followed. 

God called upon Abram to sacrifice much, but God 
promised Abram that he would also bless him very 
greatly. The promise was kept. It must have been 
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hard for Abram to give up all that he had to leave 
behind him, to say good-by to all of his old friends, and 
he set out to look for a land about which he knew 
nothing. But God had told him to go. “So Abram 
went.” His means of travel was doubtless by camel. 
He loaded the camels with such household goods as 
could be taken, and with his wife and his nephew Lot, 
and a few servants, driving before them some sheep 
and cattle, he set out on the long journey and the 
great adventure. I suppose that there were dangers 
encountered which are not told of in the story. Pos- 
sibly Abram or others in the company sometimes 
thought of giving up and turning back. Every place 
where they stopped to camp Abram “builded an altar 
unto Jehovah, and called upon the name of Jehovah.” 
Gathering some stones, he would pile them into a heap, 
and on this as an altar he would offer a sacrifice, a lamb 
or a goat. This was an expression of his faith that 
God was taking care of them all and guiding them to 
the land he had promised them. Talking with God in 
this way gave him new courage to go forward. 
Genai273: 

After a long time Abram, with his caravan, came 
to a land which he was sure God had promised him, 
It was a beautiful land, with mountains and valleys 
that promised fine pastures for the flocks and the cattle, 
and rich plains that looked as if they would produce 
generous crops when cultivated. In Canaan, or Pales- 
tine, there is still a place known as Hebron, where 
Abram made his home for a great many years. Having 
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arrived safely Abram did not forget to build an altar 
unto Jehovah and thus say “Thank you” to God for 
having kept him safely and brought him finally to so 
rich and beautiful a country. Ch. 13: 18. 

You will remember that when God told Abram to 
leave the old home and set out on this journey he 
promised to make of him a great nation; to make his 
name great and to make him to be a blessing to others, 
assuring him that the land he would find would not 
only be his, but that it would belong to his children 
after him. All of this God fulfilled. 

’ Abram is known as the father of the Hebrew people, 
since he is really the beginning of that great nation. 
We call George Washington the “Father of his 
country,’ and we do well. But Abram was really the 
father of his country, for from him all the Hebrews 
descended. Not only is his name remembered by the 
Hebrew people, but all the world knows the story of 
the great explorer and thinks of him as one of the 
greatest men in history. 

The land which he explored became his and _ be- 
longed for a long time to his descendants after him. 

But the greatest thing that Abram did was to keep 
in his own heart faith in God, believing him to be the 
only true God and teaching others. Now nearly all 
the world knows the God of Abram and trusts him. 
So “all the families of the earth” have been blessed. 
Chtb2 3. 

In the letter written by James in the New Testament 
Abram is spoken of as the “friend of God.” James 
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2:23. Nothing greater can ever be said of anyone 
than that. He is also called “The father of the faithful,” 
because, “by faith Abraham, when he was called .. . 
went out, not knowing whither he went.” Heb. 11:8. 


LESSON VI 
WATERS UNDER THE EARTH 


Lesson MarertaL: Gen. 26: 18-25. 
Memory VERSE: “Passing through ei valley of Weeping they 


make it a place of springs.” Ps. 84: 

Isaac, the son of Abraham, was not an explorer like 
his father. That is, he did not travel far, seeking and 
finding a new country. He took care of the resources 
of the land his father sought, and saved things which 
enemies of his people had attempted to spoil. The Philis- 
tines, a selfish and lawless people, did not like to have 
the Hebrews come into that part of the country, and 
they thought to be rid of them by spoiling the wells 
that Abraham had dug. Gen. 26: 18. Canaan is a land 
subject to droughts, or long periods during which no 
rain falls. Water, of course, is most necessary, both to 
man and to beast. Neither can live long without it. 
God has graciously hidden waters under the earth, 
and, by making wells, we can reach these hidden waters 
and thus be provided for when there are no other re- 
sources of water. 

Deep down in the earth, sometimes many hundreds 
of feet down, there are rivers flowing, and sometimes 
little lakes. Sometimes there are rivers flowing in the 
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darkness and making channels for themselves through 
the ground and around the rocks. Sometimes they lose 
themselves in the sands; sometimes they come forth 
and flow as rivers on the surface of the earth, or empty 
into some lake or sea. Sometimes an underground 
stream finds itself flowing against a wall of rock 
through which it cannot get, and then it will work up 
and up through the ground and come forth as a spring 
or as several springs. Possibly, when in the country, 
you have found a clear, cold spring coming up by the 
side of a rock, or out of a crack in the rock, or just 
out of the ground, and you have stopped to enjoy a 
most refreshing drink. There are some of these under- 
ground rivers which flow so far down that they come 
into contact with the fires that are burning deep down 
in the earth. The fire and the water have a terrible 
quarrel, each endeavoring to be rid of the other. The 
fire turns the water into steam, and the steam, in order 
to get away from the fire, tears a hole through the earth 
and rushes up and up, belching forth finally in what 
we call a geyser, such as the Giant Geyser or Old 
Faithful, in Yellowstone National Park and many others 
in this country and in other countries. 

A story may explain how God hides these waters 
under the earth and one reason why he does so. A 
little boy stood one day by a pump, looking disconso- 
lately at the heavy handle which he could not lift. He 
held a little watering can in his. hand, and one knew 
at once what he wanted. Some one saw him and offered 
to help. A few strokes of the pump handle, and water 
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from deep down was brought up and the can was filled. 
The little boy went off happily to water his little garden. 
He watered his beans and his flowers, little dreaming 
what a long, long way the water he was using had 
traveled, or what its errand had been. Months before 
the water with which the little lad watered his garden 
had been snow on the mountain. Then the sun shone 
bright and melted the snow, and it began to run away. 
Some of it made a tiny stream and ran on and on until 
it found a great river that carried it to the sea, but 
this water fell through a crevice in the rock and worked 
on, down and down, deep into the earth and a long 
way under the ground, saying as it traveled on, “Give 
us, Mother Earth, of your salts and your lime and 
your mineral virtues, that we may carry them to the 
sea.” “But why should I give you of that which is mine, 
to be given to the sea?’ asked Mother Earth. “Because,” 
explained the river in the dark, ‘‘the shells, and the 
coral reefs, and many of the creatures of the sea which 
men, of whom you are so fond, eat and enjoy, cannot 
live and grow. unless you give us of your salt and lime 
and mineral deposits which we will willingly carry to 
the sea.” So Mother Earth gave generously for the 
good of others and the waters under the earth gladly 
carried these gifts to the sea. Only, some of the water 
from this underground stream never got to the sea 
because it was invited by the pump in the well to come 
up and water the little boy’s garden, instead. It is 
quite wonderful how God has provided for every need, 
isn’t it? 
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Abraham had dug wells by means of which the waters 
that God had hidden under the earth might be called 
upon to supply the needs of man and beast. Right 
courageously Isaac resisted the Philistines, who would 
have spoiled the wells, and God gave him victory. He 
not only succeeded in restoring the old wells but in 
digging new wells. Gen. 26: 18-22. Isaac knew that 
God had made the provision for these wells and had 
helped him to restore them for his people. Like his 
father before him, he was not forgetful to give thanks. 
He, too, built an altar, near one of the wells, and “called 
upon the name of Jehovah.” V. 25. 

There are many interesting and beautiful stories told 
in both the Old and the New Testaments of wells 
which not only blessed by their gifts of water to drink, 
but which gave other blessings as well. Isaac’s wife, 
Rebekah, was found at the well of Haran, the place 
from which Abraham had come. An old servant had 
been sent to find her and, though he had never seen 
her, he recognized her as she had been described to 
him when she came to the well to draw water. Gen., 
ch. 24. And Jacob, Isaac’s son, knew that he had 
finally found his Uncle Laban’s home, after a long, 
lonely journey, when he came to a well and there met 
Rachel, whom he recognized as his cousin, and whom 
he afterwards married. Ch. 29. Then there is that 
thrilling story of David as a soldier, compelled to hide 
himself with three of his bravest men in a cave. Home- 
sick and weary, he wished that he might have a drink 
of water from the old well at Bethlehem, his home. His 
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soldiers heard his wish, and at the risk of their lives 
brought him a drink from the well at Bethlehem. 
II Sam. 23: 15-17. In the New Testament there is a 
story of Jesus talking with the woman at the well of 
Samaria. He asked her for a drink, and then told 
her that if only she would ask a drink of him, he would 
give her drink from the well of everlasting life. John 
4: 1-26. 

Isaac did a wonderful thing for his people when he 
saved and restored for them the wells by which they 
might reach the waters under the earth. Let me tell 
you a story that suggests the blessedness of such an 
act. 

Quite alone in a little house in the woods there once 
lived a little girl with her mother. They were quite 
happy together until one day the mother was. taken 
very ill, and it seemed as if she could never be well 
again. “I must have a drink of cold water, my dear,” 
she said to her daughter as she lay in bed, weak and 
feverish. It was a dark night and there was no one 
to go for the water except the little girl. Bravely she 
took the tin dipper and started out to the spring. She 
had a long way to go through the dark woods. She ran 
until she grew tired. Finally she found the spring and, 
filling her dipper, she started home. The way was 
rough, and sometimes she stumbled and spilled some 
of the water. Suddenly she felt a warm touch on her 
hand, and she stopped. It was a little dog which had 
been following her because he was very thirsty; he had 
licked her hand to attract her attention. She looked at 
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her dipper. There was only a very little water in it, 
but she poured a few drops into her hand, and let the 
thirsty dog lap them up. Then a strange thing hap- 
pened, though the little girl did not notice it. The tin 
dipper was changed to a silver dipper and more water 
was in it than before. The little girl started on again, 
hurrying very fast, for she remembered how much her 
mother needed a drink. She had not gone far when she 
met a stranger in the road. He was tall and strong 
and very handsome, and he looked down with wonder- 
ful, kindly eyes into the little girl’s face. He asked 
her earnestly for a drink from her dipper, saying that 
he was very thirsty. She remembered that her mother 
had taught her to be kind to anyone in need, and so she 
held out the dipper that he might take a drink. Sud- 
denly, as he drank, the dipper became a gold dipper 
instead of silver, and was full to the brim with sparkling 
water. The little girl hurried on, but the journey was 
long and she thought that her mother would need all 
that was left. She knew that she had given some to 
the thirsty dog and some to the stranger and. she did 
not notice what had taken place with the dipper, so 
she would not drink herself, but hastened home and 
gave to her mother. Then happened the greatest wonder 
of all. As soon as the mother drank she became well 
and strong. As the gold dipper touched her lips it 
was changed to a diamond dipper—a dipper all shining 
with beautiful gems! When the mother had had her 
drink the dipper suddenly disappeared and went up 
into the sky there to hang over the little house in the 


34 GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 


woods. There it still hangs shining every night to 
tell all who see ‘it what a blessed thing it is to give even 
a cup of cold water to anyone who is thirsty. 

Yes, this is only a story. But it teaches picturesquely 
the lesson that blessing comes to them who give to 
others for Christ’s sake. Remember how Jesus once 
said, “Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you he shall in no wise lose 
his reward.’—Matt. 10: 42. 
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“Parables from Nature,’ by Mrs. Alfred Gatty. 
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_ LESSON VII 
THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE GATE OF HEAVEN 


Lesson MATERIAL: Gen. 28: 10-19. 
Memory Verse: “This is none other than the house of God, 


and this is the gate of heaven.” Gen. 28: 17 

This is the story of a four-hundred-mile journey 
on foot or, possibly, on the back of a camel or a 
donkey. Jacob, the son of Isaac, had greatly wronged 
his: twin: brother, Esau, and was compelled to leave 
home for a while. Gen., ch. 27. Therefore he set out 
on this long journey to Haran, the place, you remem- 
ber, from which Abraham had come and where Jacob’s 
uncle lived. Jacob must have traveled through some 
beautiful country; he must have seen some wonderful 
things. He had not been long on his way, however, 
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before he found himself very lonesome. I imagine 
that he had never traveled very far from home before, 
and possibly he had never been: quite alone as he was 
now. Then, too, his conscience was not a very pleasant 
traveling companion, for it kept reminding him that 
he had done a great wrong to both his. father and to his 
brother; he had lied to his father and had taken from 
his brother a cherished right. His journey was prob- 
ably not very happy. 

One evening he found himself a long way from 
habitation of any kind. He was tired and, no doubt, 
was exceedingly homesick. Very probably he built a 
little fire, and prepared a supper of some sort. How 
lonely he found it to eat! When he had finished his 
supper the stars were beginning to appear. Quite ready 
to rest, he lay down on the ground, having wrapped 
his shepherd’s cloak about him. One of the loose stones 
served for a pillow. This, by the way, was not an 
uncommon thing in that country. Ch. 28:11. Tired 
though he was, sleep may not have come at once. As 
he lay, he looked up at the many stars shining clear and 
low in that beautifully brilliant Oriental sky. Stars 
frequently make us think of God. We know that God 
has made them and that he is controlling them and 
guiding them in their long journey. So often out-of- 
door folks think more about God than do folks who 
spend most of their time indoors. This is quite natural, 
since the people indoors are seeing men for the most 
part and the things that men have made. The people 
who spend much time out of doors and for the most 
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part alone, are reminded of God by the things which 
he has. made, by the earth itself, by the flowers and 
the trees, by the mountains and the rivers, by the sky 
and the sea, and all the other features of nature. It is 
natural, too, that the person out of doors should feel less 
his dependence upon others, and upon himself and 
more his dependence upon God. 

Would it be strange, then, if Jacob should think of 
God as he looked at the stars? _ 

After a time Jacob fell asleep. While he slept, he 
dreamed a strange dream. It seemed to him that a 
great ladder was set up, reaching from the earth to 
the heavens. Wonderful beings like angels, messengers 
of God, climbed up and down the ladder, passing one 
another on the way, as if they were carrying messages 
from earth to heaven-and from heaven to earth. V. 12. 
Then suddenly it seemed to him as if God himself 
were standing at the head of the ladder and that he 
spoke to him from there saying: “I am Jehovah, the 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to 
thy seed; ... And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee withersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of.’”’ Vs. 13-15. 

When Jacob awoke from his.sleep he felt that he 
had seen and heard God. At first he was frightened. 
He was. sure that God was in that place, though he 
had not recognized that fact before. V. 16. Yet there 
are many people who look upon the wonders and 
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beauties of God’s creation, spending much time in God’s 
out of doors, who seldom, if at all, think of God. How 
can anyone be so thoughtless? It would seem as if 
every blade of grass, every drop of water, every little 
breeze, and every song of the birds must remind us of 
God and make him seem very near to us. 

It was this story of the wanderer’s dream, and per- 
haps also just such things as we have been speaking of, 
that prompted Sarah F. Adams to write the beautiful 
hymn: 

Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone; 
Yet in my dreams I’d be 


Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee. 


There let the way appear, 
Steps unto heaven: 
: All that thou send’st to me, 
In mercy given: 
Angels to beckon me 
Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee! 


In the morning Jacob rose from the ground with 
a new confidence in his heart. He knew that God was 
with him. He had courage to go forward on his long 
journey. So, in all the rest of the way, I am sure that 
he was never again quite so lonely as he had been 
before that wonderful night under the stars. 

Before renewing his journey, he determined that a 
place of such a blessed experience ought to be marked. 
Some day he hoped to come back to it, and he would 
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like to be sure that he could find the place. Accord- 
ingly he took the very stone that he had used as a 
pillow and set it up on end, like a pillar, or a monument, 
perhaps setting it on another stone. Then he poured on 
it some of the oil that he carried with him. V. 18. 
Thus he made ready for a sacrifice just as his grand- 
father, Abraham, had offered sacrifices on his journey, 
to express his faith in God and his gratitude for God’s 
keeping. As he poured the oil over the stone he named 
the place ‘“Beth-el,’” which, in the Hebrew language 
means “The house of “God OV. e199 V7 And theremiic 
promised God that if God would go with him and some 
day bring him safely back again, he would give one 
tenth of all that he earned to God. V..20. Jacob thought 
of this place, “This is none other than the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven.” V. 17. 

Jacob was right. This beautiful world in which we 
live is the house of God. He made it and he dwells in 
it with us, and it would be well for us if we were to 
be mindful of that as we go here and there and see the 
wonderful things which God has made. Not only so, 
but this world is the gate of heaven. We all must go 
through the world to reach*heaven, and we shall enjoy 
the journey much more if we think of it in that way. 
How beautiful, indeed, if, when we look at the stars in 
the sky or even at a very common stone at our feet, 
we are made sure of God’s presence with us and re- 
minded that this: world is God’s house and that heaven 
is not far away. 


| “Sutely Jehovah is in this place... . This is none 
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other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
meaven.) “VWs, 16, 1/7. 


SUGGESTIONS 
Use the picture, Jacob’s Dream, by Murillo. 
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LESSON VIII 
THE VOICE FROM A BUSH 


Lesson MATERIAL: Ex. 3: 1-6. 


Memory Verse: “And when Jehovah saw that he turned aside 
- = God called unto him out of the midst of the bush.” Ex. 


A. bush flaming with fire and yet not burned, and a 
voice speaking from the midst of the bush! Surely 
these are remarkable happenings! 

What an adventurous life Moses had from the day 
of his birth! You remember of course how that he 
was born during a time when little Hebrew children 
were not allowed to live if the Egyptians could manage 
to prevent it. In the hope of saving the baby, Moses’ 
mother hid him among the bulrushes at the water’s 
edge, in a place where she thought the daughter of 
Pharaoh would be likely to find him. The mother’s 
careful plan worked well. Moses was found and was 
adopted by the king’s daughter, and his own mother 
was employed to care for the child until he should 
become old enough to take his place in the king’s house- 
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hold. Ex., ch. 2. Probably during all the time his mother 
took care of him, she earnestly taught him the things 
she believed he most needed to know. Above all, she 
taught him to know God and to trust him and to look 
for him wherever he might go, being sure that God 
would be with him always. 

At last the day came when Moses was sent for to 
take his place in the court of Pharaoh as the adopted 
son of the king’s daughter. I can imagine that, when 
his mother said “Good-by” to Moses, she kissed him 
and said, as she looked deep into his eyes: “My son, 
be a good boy, be true to your own people, trust God, 
know that he is ever with you. Listen to him, that he 
may direct you always and bless you and others through 
you. Good-by.” 

Life in the new home must have been quite strange 
to Moses and interesting, too. There was much to 
learn and to do there. He soon discovered that the 
God about whom his mother had taught him, was not 
recognized by the Egyptians. It was not long before 
he realized that these people did many things which 
were unjust and wrong. One day he saw an Egyptian 
taskmaster cruelly lashing a Hebrew with a great whip. 
Moses became very angry and without waiting to let 
God tell him what would be right or wrong, and with- 
out thinking what the result might be, he struck the 
Egyptian and killed him. Then he buried the Egyptian, 
hoping that no one had seen his act. But some one did 
see, and Moses had to run away to save his life. He 
had to wait for many years before an opportunity came 
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to him to do anything for his people. Yet his im- 
pulsive act helped him to know that he could no 
longer live in the court of Pharaoh and be known as 
the son of the king’s daughter. Somehow, sometime, 
he wanted to do something for the relief of his people. 
Che 2a t15, 

Moses, escaping from Egypt, made his way to a 
wilderness country. There he became a shepherd. He 
spent forty years in that wild, lonely country, much 
of the time quite alone, so far as other people were 
concerned. But there, on the hillside and among the 
rocks and shrubbery, he realized the presence of God 
as never before, and learned to appreciate how depend- 
ent everything and everyone is upon God. Moses was 
being made ready for the great work that God had 
for him to do. Ch. 2: 16-25. 

One day, as the Bible story tells us, he saw a most 
peculiar thing, a thing that startled him greatly. He 
saw a bush that was all aflame. He stopped to look 
closely and discovered to his amazement that the bush 
was not destroyed, nor seemingly hurt in any manner 
by the fire. Ch. 3:2. He wondered what it could all 
mean, saying to himself, “I will turn aside now, and 
see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” V. 3. 
God was trying to gain his attention. When God saw 
that Moses was giving heed, he spoke to him. It 
seemed to Moses that God was speaking to him from 
out of the bush and calling, “Moses, Moses.’’ Moses 
answered, “Here am I.” V. 4. The voice went on to 
remind Moses that, since God was there, the place 
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where he stood was holy ground. V. 5. Moses was told 
that the speaker was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob his father, before him. ‘‘Moses hid his face; for 
he was afraid to look upon God.” V. 6. And the voice 
of God spoke to him further saying: “I have surely 
seen the affliction of my people... have heard their cry 
by reason of their taskmasters. Come now therefore, 
and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 
Egypt.” Vs. 7-10. 

It is a long but a very interesting story that tells 
how Moses finally became the deliverer of his people 
from their slavery under the Egyptians. But it is a 
story worth knowing. 

Now, however, I want you just to turn back in your 
thoughts to the burning bush and the voice that spoke 
from the midst of it, and to say to you that we, too, 
may see strange things and hear God speaking to us if 
we will take the time to look and listen. Have you 
never seen an unusual bush or tree or flower; have you 
thought deeply enough to be reminded that God made 
it so? In some of our woods there is a small bush 
like a maple tree whose leaves, during all the summer 
are quite red. In the midst of the green trees around it 
looks at a little distance to be quite like a flame of 
fire. Seeing it for the first time one would be very dull 
indeed who would not exclaim, “How beautiful and 
how strange!’ But besides prompting us to think how 
beautiful it is, it ought to make us think, too, of the 
great God who made it. The burning bush Moses saw 
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was not like this, but surely the scarlet leaves will speak 
to us of God. 

There is a true story told of a man who lived sev- 
eral hundred years ago. As a young man he was quite 
thoughtless and careless, doing many things that were 
not right. One day, in the winter time, as he journeyed 
on horseback, he noticed a tree, and he marked how 
lifeless it looked. As he rode along he thought much 
about the tree. He knew that when the springtime 
came it would take on new life and become beautiful 
in its green dress; that it would bear its fruit, be a 
shelter for birds and give a cooling shade for any who 
might pass that way. As he thought further, he realized 
that God had made the tree and that God was keeping 
it alive during all the winter time and that God would 
make it a useful tree. It seemed to him that if God 
could and would do all that for a tree, God would 
surely do as much for him and for others. From that 
day he kept in his heart an ever-growing sense of the 
presence of God, and he taught many others to enter- 
tain that same feeling. He wrote a little book about 
it called ““The Practice of the Presence of God,” which 
has been of great blessing to many. Some time you 
may read more of Brother Lawrence who heard God 
speak to him out of a tree much as Moses heard God 
speak to him out of a burning bush, and much as you 
and I may hear God speak to us out of the things he 
has made if, like Moses, we will only turn aside to see 
and to listen. 
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LESSON TX 
IN THE WILDERNESS 


Lesson MartertaL: Ex. 16:1-5, 11, 12; Matt. 4: 1-4. 
Memory Verse: “The wilderness and the dry land shall be 


glad; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.” 
Isa. 353.1. 

For nearly forty years the children of Israel made 
their home in the wilderness of Sinai. There they 
wandered from place to place, enduring severe hard- 
ships but being trained thereby for citizenship in a 
better country. For years they had been slaves of the 
Egyptians. Slavery of any kind is harmful to any 
people. It robs them of their courage and self-reliance. 
Then in Egypt, they had learned to know many false 
gods and to worship idols and to do many other evil 
things. To quite an extent they had ceased to trust 
God, who had promised a rich and beautiful country 
to Abraham and to his descendants. 

By the hand of Moses, the great leader, God brought 
about the deliverance of the Israelites. One night, at 
midnight, they came out from Egypt, bringing with 
them only such things as could be carried and driving 
sheep and cattle before them. They were pursued by 
the Egyptian army for a long way, but at the Red Sea 
God saved them in a wonderful way. Ex., ch. 14. 
After the escape they camped at Mount Sinai, that 
there they might be organized and instructed by Moses 
so that they might make the rest of their journey in 
the best and safest way possible. The Promised Land, 
which Abraham had explored, was not very far away, 
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but it was already filled with people. These people 
had built great cities with high and thick walls around 
them. They were strong and trained warriors, while 
the Israelites, who for so long had only been servants 
to others, knew nothing about war. The Israelites were 
not ready to go at once and take possession of the land 
that had been promised them; God knew that they must 
first become hardened by living out of doors, summer 
and winter, learning how to endure hardships patiently 
and bravely, and do with only a little food and water. 
Above all, they must learn to trust God and obey him. 
At first they were most impatient and behaved them- 
selves like spoiled children. When they became tired, 
they fretted and complained. When they could not find 
a well whenever they were thirsty, they fretted and 
complained. When they could not have all that they 
wanted to eat, they fretted and complained. They easily 
forgot that they had been only slaves in Egypt and 
that God had brought about their deliverance and 
wonderfully saved them in the crossing of the Red Sea. 
When there were no wells in sight and when food was 
scarce, they forgot what God had done for them, and 
complained to Moses because he had led them out of 
Egypt. Very, very slowly they learned to trust God. 
The wilderness through which these people traveled 
for so long a time was not just a barren waste of 
shifting sand with no vegetable growth whatever. Most 
of it was a rough, mountainous country, with great 
rock cliffs of marvelous hues and colors. In some places 
the soil was hard, covered with pebbles and rock ; some- 
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times sand prevailed. In other places there were green 
and fertile spots that made excellent pasture, where 
palm trees and beautiful gardens grew, and where re- 
freshing springs of water might be found. The wilder- 
ness is possibly the wildest but at the same time the 
grandest bit of ‘““God’s out of doors” that one can see. 
Plants, like men, learn to adapt themselves to almost 
any climate and condition. Because of the scarcity of 
water the plants of the wilderness learn how to retain 
water for a long time. Their leaves ars usually very 
thick, and many wear a kind of woolly hair, gray in 
color rather than green. Wool does not easily let 
moisture through, and so these plants, by wearing a 
sort of wool clothing, keep the moisture from getting 
out. They send their roots deep down into the ground, 
too, so that even if the surface may be quite dry, they 
drink up water from the depths. Thus God enables 
even plant life to grow in the wilderness. 

The Israelites lived in a wilderness like this for many 
years. Here there were children born who had never 
known life in Egypt. They knew only the wilderness 
and its hardships, by which they were made strong 
and self-reliant. They never saw the wonderful build- 
ings. of men, but they did see the mighty mountains 
of God and the grandeur of that which he had made. 
They sought for springs, and hunted for game, and 
learned how to take care of themselves. They knew 
nothing of the base idolatry of Egypt but they wor- 
shiped Jehovah God, and learned to trust and obey 
him, 
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One time, before the Israelites had been very long 
in the wilderness, they had been for sometime without — 
water. Then some one, possibly a small boy, found a 
spring. But when the people drank they were greatly 
disappointed because the water was bitter to the taste. 
God showed Moses a tree. When he put this into the 
spring, it sweetened the water, making it good to drink. 
There, at Marah, or “Bitter Waters,” as the place was 
called, the people agreed to trust God and obey him 
more perfectly. Ex. 15:22-26. Another time when 
food was very. scarce, the people complained to Moses. 
Some wished that they had never left the ‘“‘flesh-pots” 
of Egypt, and they talked much of the good things they 
had eaten there. Moses was sure that God would pro- 
vide for them, and he told them so. That very evening 
a great flock of quails flew through the camp and settled 
down where the people could easily kill them. In the 
morning they found curious little white flakes on the 
ground, They asked, “What is it?’ Moses told them it 
was bread, or “manna,” which God had sent from 
heaven. They were instructed to gather, each for him- 
self, only so much as would be needed for the day. On 
the sixth day twice the usual quantity was to be gath- 
ered, so that there would be no need for gathering on 
the Sabbath. Some, of course, thought that they might 
as well gather enough on Monday to last until Wed- 
nesday, but. always whatever was left over spoiled and 
was not fit to use next day; but when they gathered a 
double quantity on Saturday, it did not spoil. Some who 
thought it would do no harm to gather on the Sabbath 
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found themselves without food, because none fell on 
that day. So it was that God provided the children 
of Israel with food until they reached the borders of 
Canaan. Ch. 16. 

Finally, when they had grown strong and rugged 
as a result of their hardships, and when their hearts 
were full of courage because they had learned to be 
sure that God was taking care of them, Moses brought 
them to a river. Just across this river they could see 
the land that was to be theirs. Moses could not go 
farther with them, for he had finished the work God 
had given him to do. He went one day up into a 
mountain to meet God, and did not come down again 
for his life on earth was ended: Deut., chs. 31 to 34. 

The leadership of the people was given over to 
Joshua, who finally led the people into Canaan, the 
Promised Land. The journey through the wilderness, 
that was so full of hardships, though it had taught 
them many great lessons, was ended. 

There is a story that teaches the lesson of the neces- 
sity of training. Once on a time the wind visited a 
garden in which there were many beautiful flowers, 
carefully tended and trained by the gardener. First 
he went to a climbing Rose Vine and whispered to 
her: “I am quite surprised that you submit so patiently 
to all the troublesome things that are done to you. I’ve 
been watching the gardener, and now that he is gone, 
I am curious to know what you think about your un- 
natural bringing up.” Then Mr. Wind told her about 
the wild roses and how free they are to grow as they 
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please, but he didn’t tell her how small they were and 
how short-lived. Mr. Wind then went to the Sweet 
Pea vine and to the Honeysuckle and to the Carnation 
and to the Lily and to all the rest, and spoke to them 
in much the same way until, after a while, all of the 
flowers were quite discontented and complained among 
themselves about being always tied up and restrained 
from growing as they might want to srow. After a 
few days Mr. Wind came again, and when the flowers 
asked him what they could do to be free he promised 
to come with some friends and set them free. That 
night he did come with his older brother, Strong Wind, 
and his friend, Heavy Rain Storm. Together they 
knocked down the poles that had held up Rose Vine 
and Honeysuckle and the rest, and loosed all the Car- 
nation flowers from their fastenings and as they went 
away they cried: “Now you are free. Grow as you 
like.” 

In the morning the gardener came to see his garden 
and found the flowers all down on the wet ground, 
many of them broken and some dead. He went away 
saying: “Too bad! Too bad! Mistress will be home soon, 
and I cannot do anything to restore this garden for 
a month, for I must take care of the corn harvest.” 
The flowers that lived tried their best to grow, but 
though the Rose Vine sent out a few straggling 
branches, she discovered that they were too weak to 
bear any flowers. The Honeysuckle got all mixed up 
with the Sweet Peas, and neither could lift its head 
from the ground. The Carnations just rotted away with 
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lying in the wet on the ground. The Lily drooped its 
head, its beautiful whiteness all discolored. Weeds soon 
sprang up and made it hard for the flowers to live at 
all. One day the mistress came home and went at once 
to see her garden. She was greatly disappointed and 
very unhappy when she saw what had happened and, 
going to her mother, she said: ‘Now I understand 
better the need of training and restraint and culture 
for us all as well as for the flowers. My flowers are 
growing quite unrestrained and just as they like, maybe, 
but my beautiful garden is turned into a wilderness.”’ 

Jesus tried to teach us that very thing when, out of 
his wilderness experience he said, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God.” Matt. 4: 1-4. It is a blessed 
thing to know that as we learn to trust and obey God, 
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; and the 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.’’ Isa. 
Sol 

REFERENCE 


“Romance of Plant Life,’ by G. F. Scott-Elliot. 
Notes—There are many wilderness pictures published, which 
might be used for illustration. 


LESSON X 
THE “SPIES 


Lesson MartertaL: Num. 13: 17-20, 25-33. 


eG VERSE: “Eyes have they, but they see not.” Ps. 


This lesson tells of an incident that took place while 
the children of Israel were still in the wilderness. This 
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explains why they wandered thus for nearly forty 
years. 

As the children of Israel began to draw near to 
Canaan in their long journey through the wilderness, 
of course they wondered much what the Promised Land 
was really like. During the generations since Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. had been in Canaan, and during all 
of the years that the children of Israel were in slavery 
in Egypt, stories about the Promised Land had been 
told by the fathers and the mothers to their children, 
but no one knew just what the land looked like, for no 
one of them had ever seen it. Possibly the children of 
Israel were becoming discouraged by the long, long 
time that it was taking them to reach Canaan, and it 
may have been that some were saying: “Why should 
we continue in a journey toward a land that we know 
nothing about? For all we know, it may not be worth 
the finding. Why not make our homes here in the 
wilderness? We older folks have become accustomed 
to it, and our children know nothing else than the 
wilderness and are quite hardened to it. We know how 
to find water springs, and there is food enough for us 
and for our cattle. Why not stop where we are, settle 
down here, and become people of the wilderness?” 

But God determined that it would be best for them 
to know something directly from eyewitnesses about 
the country toward which they were traveling, and 
which he had promised would sometime be theirs. So 
he told Moses to send men into Canaan to spy out the 
land, one man from each of the twelve tribes, or com- 
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panies, so that each tribe might hear from his own 
spy just what he had seen. Num. 13:1, 2. 

So Moses picked out the twelve men and sent them as 
spies into Canaan, directing them just where to go 
and what to make make report about. They were to see 
what kind of land was there—whether it was good or 
bad; what sort of trees and vegetable life grew there; 
whether crops were generous or scanty; and whether 
the cities were large or small, and how well guarded 
they were. They were told to bring back samples of 
the fruit that grew there. They were to go secretly, 
not letting the inhabitants of Canaan know who they 
were, where they came from, or why they were there. 
Their names are recorded in the chapter that gives us 
our story, and there they have stood since this book of 
the Bible was first written and there they will be always 
—the record of ten men who saw only discouraging 
and dangerous things, and were fearful—and of two 
men who saw that which was wonderful, rich, and 
beautiful. Vs. 4-16. 

We have read so many stories of spies and explorers 
that we know what a dangerous enterprise theirs is, 
and we can easily imagine some of the dangers and 
ventures that these men experienced. Moses had warned 
them that they would need to be of good courage, 
because they would be risking their lives. The twelve 
men started out and were gone for forty days. V. 25. 
During that time they visited many cities and traveled 
through much of the country. Vs. 21, 22. They 
brought back various kinds of fruit such as the pome- 
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granates and the figs, but they were particularly proud 
of a single bunch of grapes that they found in a certain 
valley, a bunch so large that two men carried it be- 
tween them, hung on a pole, or staff. Vs. 23, 24. 

I wonder if a boy or a girl, playing just a little way 
out from the camp, first saw the spies coming back. 
How that child must have jumped up and down, shout- 
ing: “Oh, here they come! Here they come! Just see 
what they’ve got. Come on!’ What a great running 
out to meet them there would be! Some would run 
back to the camp as fast as they could to say to every- 
one they met: “Our spies are coming! Our spies are 
coming! They are right out there, and they've brought 
wonderful things with them.’ The older folks hear- 
ing these things, would begin to go out to meet the 
spies, and there would be great excitement and ex- 
pectation and much talking through all the camp. 

After a while the trumpet sounded the call, and all 
the people gathered together with Moses and Aaron. 
There were the twelve spies all safe and sound, with 
their samples of fruits and other things that they had 
brought home. Possibly the people were shouting: 
“What have you seen?” “Is it a goodly land?” “Are 
there good pastures there?” “Are the people many and 
strong?’ Finally Moses stood up and spoke to the 
people, and all grew quiet. Then, one after another, 
the spies told their story. 

Some said that they had seen a great country and 
beautiful, but the people who lived there were many 
and very strong. Some said that the land was wonder- 
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fully rich. It was as if it flowed with milk and honey, 
but the cities were very great and strongly fortified. 
Some said that there was an abundance of fruit grow- 
ing in that land, such as they had brought with them, 
but that there were many tribes of people there greatly 
noted as warriors, exceedingly fierce and well trained. 
“And,” advised many of these who so reported, “we 
had best make no attempt to enter that country. We 
would never be able to take it. from the Canaanites. 
They are too strong for us.” Vs. 25-29. 

Such advice greatly distressed two of the spies, 
Joshua and Caleb, who were more courageous than the 
rest, and who believed with all their hearts that God 
would help them to take that which was theirs by 
his own promise. So Caleb quieted the people who 
began to complain because of their disappointment and 
I think he told with great earnestness of the wonders af 
the land as he and Joshua had seen it. He told of 
abundant harvests, and of wonderful fruits, and of 
great stretches of rich pasture land. He described the 
great mountains towering high into the sky and guard- 
ing the land like mighty soldiers, covered with trees of 
great size and beauty and with rock of various sorts 
and colors. He told of widespreading valleys that 
looked from the mountains like great cradles, of far- 
reaching plains, and of the many flowers beautiful 
beyond description. He told of a great river that 
flowed through the middle of the land, watering all 
that country which it touched, and of many smaller 
rivers, and of beautiful lakes reflecting in their deep 
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waters the blue of the sky and the white, fleecy clouds. 
He reminded those to whom he spoke that such rivers 
and lakes promised abundant fish to eat. He had 
caught a glimpse, too, of a Great Sea that seemed: to 
have no ending. As far as the eye could see there was 
only water and sky. On the one side there was that 
Great Sea and on the other side the mighty mountains 
that would protect the land. He said that they had 
seen fortified cities and many strong men. “But,” 
said he, “let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.” Brave, courageous Caleb! 
He appreciated the dangers, he knew what brave fight- 
ing must be done, but he had seen things that made a 
hard struggle worth while and he believed that God 
was greater than their enemies. Vs. 30-33. 

The people were much stirred by the account. Some 
wanted to set out at once. Some spoke of the way 
in which God had kept them thus far, bringing them 
through many dangers. Had he not promised to bring 
them. into Canaan? But the ten spies talked much 
about. the strength and fierceness of the men they had 
seen, and said that they were so big that they them- 
selves looked like grasshoppers beside them. Then the 
people began to- be afraid and to complain against 
Moses and against their leaders because they had ever 
brought them out of Egypt. Then they complained 
against God because he had brought them to this land 
to fall by the sword. Some suggested that they go 
back to Egypt. 

Thus there was great trouble and disappointment in 
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the camp that night instead of courageous preparations 
and glad expectations of possessing soon that rich and 
beautiful country that God had promised them, Ch. 
14: 1-10. Thus sorry results followed because so many 
who had gone up to spy out the land saw only that that 
was fearful and discouraging, quite overlooking the 
beautiful and promising. 

Failure to see encouraging things and ability to see 
discouraging things makes people cowardly or 
courageous, fearful or willing to dare, discouraged or 
hopeful, defeated before they start, or victorious. We 
miss a great deal for ourselves and for others when we 
fail to see the good things and the beautiful things of 
life, the great possibilities and the opportunities all 
about us. God has made his “out of doors” wonder- 
fully beautiful. 

Because the children of Israel listened to the ten 
spies who spoke discouragingly, instead of to those who 
trusted God, they were told that they should wander 
many years in the wilderness. Only Caleb and Joshua 
were to be permitted to enter that land. 

Two men one time journeyed far. - When they re- 
‘turned people wanted to hear from them about the 
things they had seen in the strange land to which they 
had gone. One said: “Oh, there wasn’t much of any- 
thing to see. I saw trees and flowers, of course, and 
mountains and rivers and cities and people until I got 
very tired of it all.” People who heard his report were 
quite disappointed and went away saying, “What a 
colorless, wearisome, monotonous thing life is every- 
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where!” But the other traveler could hardly find time 


enough in which to tell of all the beautiful.and remark- 
able things he had seen. Trees and flowers, mountains 
and rivers, cities and people, all so interesting and won- 
derful, that he could hardly find adequate language in 
which to describe it all to his friends! Those who 
heard him went away feeling that it is a great thing to 
live in a world so beautiful and so wonderful. Jesus 
one time asked some people, wondering at them, Mark 
8:18, “Having eyes, see ye not?” 


ALL THINGS BEAUTIFUL 


All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small; 


All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 


Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colors, 
He made their tiny wings. 


The purple-headed mountains, 
The river running by, 

The morning and the sunset 
That lighteth up the sky; 


The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, 
He made them every one. 


He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that _we might tell 
How great is God our Father, 
Who doeth all things well. 
—Cecil Frances Alexander. 


“He hath made every thing beautiful in its time.” — 
Peclh 3711: 
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LESSON XI 
FED BY THE BIRDS 


Lesson Matertau: I Kings 17: 1-7. 
Memory Verse: “Consider the ravens, that they sow not, 


neither reap; which have no store-chamber nor barn; and God 
feedeth them: of how much more value are ye than the birds!” 
Luke 12: 24. 

A wicked man, Ahab by name, had been chosen by 
the children of Israel to be their king. Not only did 
he do many wrong things himself, but he taught his 
people to do wrong. He had idols made and set up 
throughout the land, and demanded that the people 
worship such gods instead of the true God whom Abra- 
ham and Moses and David and other good men had 
taught the Israelites to know and to worship. In order 
to remind the people that it was the true God who was 
taking care of them and not the false gods that could 
be represented by idols, God determined to hold 
back all dew and rain for several years until crops 
should fail and the people would turn to him in their 
need. 

But first God sent the prophet Elijah to tell the 
wicked King Ahab what was about to happen, promis- 
ing Elijah that he would surely be cared for. Elijah 
was a courageous man, and he bravely told the king 
what God had said would happen because of his wicked- 
ness, though he knew that of course the king would be 
very angry with him for delivering such a message. 

Then God said to Elijah, ‘“‘Get thee hence, and turn 
thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith 
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.. . and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee 
there.” I Kings 17: 3, 4. 

It must have seemed a strange thing to Elijah to be 
told that the ravens would feed nim. Whoever heard 
of the birds feeding anyone! But Elijah trusted God 
and did just what God told him todo. V.5. He found 
the brook Cherith and a place there where he could 
safely hide from those whom the king might send to 
find him. The brook gave him water to drink, and 
every night and every morning for a number of days 
ravens came to that place, bringing bread and meat to 
Elijah. 

The raven, as you may know, is a. relative of the 
crow. He is black as the crow is and has just such sharp 
eyes and just such a strong beak. He is possibly a little 
larger than his cousin, the crow. He is quite strong and 
very wise. He often does such clever things that it seems 
as if he knows more than he really does know. He is 
quite fond of bright things and when he finds any glit- 
tering thing that attracts his attention he will carry it off 
and hide it in some unlikely place. The raven is quite a 
mimic; he can imitate the human voice almost as well 
as the parrot can imitate it. He is something of a fish- 
erman, and will catch crabs and clams from a small 
stream. He is not always honest about the fish that he 
gets, for he will fight the kingfisher or the fishhawk and 
take from them the fish they have caught. 

What the ravens brought to Elijah for bread we are 
not told. It may have been something like the manna 
that God sent to the children of Israel during their 


60 GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 


wilderness journey. They very probably brought to 
him also such kinds of meat as the raven himself likes 
to eat. At any rate the ravens fed Elijah during his 
stay at the brook Cherith. 

The raven is the first bird to be mentioned by name 
in the Bible. Gen. 8:7. He played quite an important 
part in the story of the great Flood. It was probably 
the raven that found the first dry land after the waters 
began to subside, for when he was put out of the ark 
he stayed out, while the dove came back to wait for 
seven days. David, the shepherd boy and warrior and 
traveler, who spent much time out of doors, was very 
fond of animals and birds, and. he particularly noticed 
the raven and wrote about him in one of his psalms, 
or poems. He wrote of God: 


“Who covereth the heavens with clouds, 

Who prepareth rain for the earth, 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 
He giveth to the beast his food, 

And to the young ravens which cry.” 


So God who feeds the ravens sent the ravens to feed 
the man Elijah. 

Although the raven is one of the oldest birds men- 
tioned in history and one of the most interesting, he is 
not the only bird that God has sent to feed men. If we 
could only know all about every kind of bird I think it 
quite likely that we would discover that most birds help 
to feed men in some way. Of course it is not difficult 
to understand how birds which we have tamed, such 
as chickens, ducks, geese, and turkeys, and some wild 
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birds, too, help to feed us, because we eat such birds 
themselves, and their eggs, too. But even such birds 
as do not lay eggs for us and which we do not eat may 
help to feed us. Birds have carried seeds from one 
land to another and from one part of the country to 
another. They dropped the seeds on the ground, and 
those seeds grew until a new food was ready for the 
people who lived in that part of the world. But for the 
birds destructive worms, grubs, insects, and small ani- 
mals would increase so rapidly that they would destroy 
the great quantities of vegetables, fruits, and grains 
needed for food. Our Government sends out bulletins 
to farmers: and others advising them not to kill certain 
birds but to encourage them to come and live in the 
orchards and fields because they save so much that 
would surely be destroyed if it were not for their pro- 
tection. We must not be cruel to birds, of whatever 
kind’ or wherever we may meet them. Usually they are 
our very good friends who not only please us with 
their beauty or their melody or both, but who minister 
to us in many ways. 

Some one has given us a pretty story of “How the 
Children Were Fed.” The story tells of a poor widow 
who had four little children. The oldest was Dirk, a 
boy eight years old. One evening the poor mother had 
nothing in the house to eat, and the children were 
hungry. She believed that God loved her and her chil- 
dren and she remembered what Jesus had said about the 
feeding of the birds, so she folded her hands and prayed 
to God. 


62 GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 


When she had finished her prayer, Dirk said to her, 
“Mother doesn’t the Bible say that God told the ravens 
to take some bread to a good man when he was / 
hungry?’ “Yes,” answered his mother, “but that was 
long, long ago, my dear.” “Well,” said Dirk, “the 
Lord may send ravens now. I'll go and open the door 
and maybe they'll fly in.’ In a moment Dirk was at 
the door, which he opened wide so that the light of 
the lamp shone out into the street. 

Shortly after the mayor passed by. Seeing the door 
open, he stopped. Looking into the room he was 
pleased with its clean, tidy appearance, and with the 
nice little children who were gathered around their 
mother. He stepped in; and, approaching the group, 
asked, “My good woman, why is your door open so 
late as this?” ; 

The mother was a little confused when she saw so 
well-dressed a gentleman in her poor room. She 
quickly rose and dropped a curtsy to him; then, tak- 
ing Dirk’s cap from his head and smoothing his hair, 
she answered with a smile, “My little Dirk has done it, 
sir, that the ravens may fly in to bring us bread.” Now 
the mayor was dressed in a black coat and black 
trousers, and he wore a black hat. He was quite black 
all over, except his collar and shirt front. 

“Ah! indeed!” he exclaimed cheerfully. “Dirk is 
right. Here is a raven, you see, and a large raven, too. 
Come along, Dirk, and Pll show you where the bread 
rout 

The mayor took Dirk to his house and ordered his 
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servant to put two loaves of bread and a pot of butter 
into a basket. This he gave to Dirk. who carried it 
home as quickly as he could. When the other little 
children saw the bread they began to dance and clap 
their hands. The mother gave each of them a thick 
slice of bread and butter, which they ate with the great- 
est relish. When they had finished their meal, little 
Dirk opened the door, and, taking his cap from his 
head, looked up to the sky and said, “Many thanks, 
good Lord!” and shut the door. 

It would be a fine thing if you and I were to say, 
“Many thanks, good Lord,” for the birds who help to 
feed us. 

At one time Jesus was encouraging folks to be sure 
that God would take care of them and he said, “‘Con- 
sider the ravens, that they sow not, neither reap; which 
have no store-chamber nor barn; and God feedeth 
them: of how much more value are ye than the birds.” 


REFERENCE 


“Birds of the Bible,’ by Gene Stratton-Porter. 
Additional story: “The Geese Who Kept Guard of Rome,” 
“Book of Knowledge,” vol. II, page 554. 


LESSON XII 
THE RAINBOW: A TOKEN OF GOD’S PROMISE 


Lesson MarertaL: Gen. 9: 8-17. 


Memory Verse: “I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.” Gen. 9: 13. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 
Nature lessons, because of the almost universal in- 


64 GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 


terest of children in natural objects and natural 
phenomena, ought to have a large place in a curriculum 
of religious education. Such lessons are not only good 
illustrations of spiritual truths, but possess. in them- 
selves high religious values. The teacher ought to be 
ready to use a nature lesson on short notice. Circum- 
stances may suddenly shape themselves so as to make 
the giving of the lesson at once or the changing of its 
subject highly desirable. If the teacher has prepared 
to teach a lesson on earthworms and goes into the 
garden to gather material and the first spadeful of 
earth turns up a mole, she should change her plans ~ 
then and there so as to make use of the unusual oppor- 
tunity which has presented itself. It would be a fine 
thing if this lesson on the rainbow could be presented 
when a rainbow is visible in the sky. If this is not 
possible the teacher can make a miniature rainbow by 
darkening the room, allowing a small beam of sunshine 
to enter, and throwing this on a dark screen, after it 
has passed through a prism of glass. 


INTRODUCTION 


Illustrate what is meant by the terms “token’’ and 
“covenant” as used in the Memory Verse. We send 
tokens to our friends at Christmas that they may re- 
member us and know that we remember them. Two 
nations make a covenant when they make promises to 
each other. We are to learn to-day about a covenant 
God made with mankind and all living things on the 
earth, and also about a token he gave to us so that 
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we should remember this covenant and know that God 
is remembering it, also. 


THE STORY 


It had been raining all day and a little boy in a cer- 
tain home had tired of indoor play. He stood at the 
window and watched the raindrops chase one another 
down the outside of the glass. While he stood there, 
the sun, now near the western horizon, began to come 
through the clouds, and a vast and beautiful rainbow 
appeared on the dark clouds rolling away to the east- 
ward. “Oh, mother, come! Come and see the beauti- 
ful rainbow!’ cried the boy. As the two stood and 
looked out at the rainbow the boy said: “Ts it really 
true, mother, that I should find a bag of gold at the end 
of the rainbow, if I could reach it? The other day, 
when it was: raining just a little, I saw a rainbow, and 
one end of it came right down by the pasture gate. I 
could see the bright colors against the wet boards of 
the fence; but when I ran down there it had moved a 
little farther away and was coming down over in the 
cornfield. When I went there, it had moved again and 
was across the road by the big elm tree. Could I ever 
reach the end of the rainbow, mother, and if I did 
would I find a bag of gold there?” 

Then the mother told her little son that no one could 
ever reach the end of the rainbow and that there was 
no bag of gold there. “But,” said she, “let us sit down 
here together where we can see the beautiful bow and 
I will tell you a story about the rainbow which I hope 
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will help you to see that it is the sign of something 
more precious to us than even a whole bag of gold.” 
Then she told him the following story: 

“Many years ago there were not nearly so many 
people on the earth as there are to-day; but the people 
then living had grown very wicked. There was only 
one man and his family among all. the people then on 
the earth who tried to do what God wished to have 
them do. God saw that the only way to save the world 
from becoming entirely evil was to destroy the wicked 
people and save this one good man and his family. So 
he told this good man, Noah, to build a great ship, and 
to take into it all kinds of birds and animals. Noah 
built the great boat and invited the people to come into 
it, but they only laughed at him. Then God sent a 
great rain which soon covered all the earth with water. 
The ark, for so the great boat was called, floated for 
many weeks on the water. 

“Then Noah thought he would try to find out 
whether there was dry land anywhere. So he took one 
of the birds that had come into the ark, a raven, and 
opened a window and let it fly away. He probably 
thought that if there was dry land anywhere the bird 
would find it. Now the raven is one of the most un- 
tamable birds in the world. It shuns the presence of 
man and makes its home on lonely mountains, out in 
the deserts, or on high cliffs along the ocean shores. 
So this raven did not find land, neither did it come 
back to the ark. It just flew back and forth over the 
waters, for a good many days, and managed to keep 
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awing until the dry land appeared. Then Noah sent 
out a dove, one of the most easily tamed of all wild 
birds. He sent it out three times. The first time it 
found no place to rest and came back to the ark. The 
second time it came back with an olive leaf in its bill, 
and Noah knew that there was dry land and green trees 
somewhere. The third time he sent it out, it did not 
return. 

“When the water was gone from all the higher sur- 
faces of the earth, Noah and his family came out of 
the ark and one of the first things they did was to 
build an altar and worship God, thanking him for 
saving their lives and for making the earth dry again. 
God did not wish to have his people afraid that there 
would be another flood every time he sent them a re- 
freshing rain in. order that their fields might become 
green and their cattle have good pasture. 

“So he told Noah that he would never again send a 
flood over all the earth. This promise was made not 
to Noah only but to- the people of all times and of all 
countries, and even to all the animals, birds, and other 
living creatures over which God had given man 
dominion. So God gave the earth a token, something 
to remind people of the promise; it was something 
which would appear occasionally as long as the earth 
should last; it was something everyone could see, for 
it was to be visible in all countries, and spread out high 
up in the heavens. He said, ‘I do set my bow: in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between 
me and the earth.’ 
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“Let us see if we can find out what the rainbow is 
and how it is formed. We shall draw down the window 
blinds and make the room as dark as we can make it; 
then we shall make just a tiny opening and let in a 
little pencil of sunlight. You see it there passing 
into the room. It is shining on this piece of paper. 
This little beam of sunshine is really composed of thou- 
sands of little light waves. As they fall on the paper 
they look white, but they are composed of many differ- 
ent colors all bound up together. We will let the sun- 
beam pass through this triangular piece of glass. 

“See the sunbeam is bent so as to fall away over 
there on that black screen, and it is no longer white 
but is spread out into a broad band of colors. If we 
name them all we shall find the following colors: violet, 
indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, and red. 

“Now this is exactly the way the rainbow is formed. 
Millions of little raindrops act on the sunbeams just 
as this glass prism does, and spread the white light out 
into the beautiful colors of the rainbow. This making 
of a rainbow is a very wonderful thing; so wonderful 
that we could not find out all about it if we studied it 
all our lives. By making rainbows out of the light 
which comes to us from the stars, astronomers are able 
to tell what the stars are made of and how fast they 
are moving and many other facts about them. But let 
us remember that the most wonderful thing about the 
rainbow is the promise of God of which it is a token. 

“Have you that card which your father sent you last 
week from New York City? Let us look at it. Now 
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why are you keeping it so carefully? Is it because there 
are pretty colors on it? Is it because of the value of 
the pasteboard of which it is composed and the ink that 
is in the writing? Oh, no, of course we know that you 
are keeping it because it is from father and because of 
what he says to you on it and through it. It is a token 
of his thought for you, his love for you, his purposes 
for you. In the same way, let us remember, the rain- 
bow is a wonderful thing, in itself, but the most won- 
derful thing about it is the fact that it is a token of the 
great All-Father’s love, protecting care, and benevolent 
plans for all his earthly children.” 


LESSON XIII 


AMOS, SHEPHERD OF TEKOA AND FEARLESS 
PROPHET OF JEHOVAH 


Lesson MarTertaAL: Nature references in the Book of Amos. 


. Earthquake. Amos 1:1; also Amos 4:11. 
. Drought Amos 1:2; also Amos 4:7, 8. 

. Lions roaring. Amos 3:4, 12. 

. Snaring of wild birds. Amos 3: 5. 

. Devouring pests. Amos 4:9. 

. Mountains and winds. Amos 4: 13. 

Stars, morning and night, rain. Amos 5:8, 
. Rivers. Amos 5: 24. 

. Devouring locusts. Amos 7:1, 2. 

. Bear and serpent. Amos 5:19. 

11. Rise and fall of the Nile. Amos 8:8. 

12. Eclipse of the sun (probable). Amos 8:9. 

13. The sea. Amos 9: 3. 

14. Volcanoes (probable). Amos 9: 5. 

15. The vault of the sky. Amos 9:6. 

16. Occupations: Sifting grain, Amos 9:9; plowing, reaping, 
making wine, sowing grain, Amos 9:13; keeping sheep, Amos 
3:12; making vineyards and gardens. Amos 9:14 

Memory Verse: “Seek him that maketh the Pleiades and 
Orion.” Amos 5: 8a. 


— 
SONA BRWHHE 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 


We are not given any facts as to the boyhood of 
Amos. <A study of his writings, however, is sufficient 
to convince one that his early life was spent in close 
contact with nature. He tells us he was a shepherd 
and a gatherer of sycomore fruits, both humble occupa- 
tions of that day. In these occupations, especially, the 
sons were apt to follow the same kind of labor as their 
father, and it is probable that Amos was the son of a 
humble shepherd of Tekoa. 

Read carefully through the Book of Amos, giving 
special attention to the references which he makes to 
natural phenomena, animal life, and rural occupations. 
Most of these have been collected under the heading 
Lesson Material. The lesson story is partly imagi- 
nary. It is not advisable to introduce such extra- 
Biblical material without letting the pupils know which 
part of the story is from the Bible and which part is 
our own conception as to what probably occurred. 
Adapt the story to the age and understanding of the 
pupils. Introduce your own thoughts as to probable 
circumstances surrounding the boy Amos, and your 
own ideas as to events that probably occurred in his life. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Ask the pupils as to what a shepherd does. About 
what shepherd boy have you learned? What did he 
become? Our lesson to-day is about another shepherd 
boy who lived some centuries after David and in the 
same country. (Tekoa is only five miles from Bethle- 
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hem.) This shepherd boy grew up to be something 
greater than a king. What do you think it was? 
After we have had the story you may be able to tell 
me what it was that this shepherd boy became and why 
it is greater to be that than to be a king. 


THE STORY 


Some five miles south of the village of Bethlehem 
one comes to a heap of ruins and scattered stones cover- 
ing several acres. No one lives there now, and this is 
all that there is left of the village of Tekoa. In this 
village, many years ago, a humble shepherd lived with 
his family. The village stood on the edge of the deso- 
late Wilderness of Judea, and not much-could be raised 
there because of the stony soil and the lack of water. 
This shepherd had a little garden, however, where a 
little water came from a spring. In it were cucumber 
vines and a few other vegetables and several large 
trees of the sycomore fig. This shepherd had a little 
son named Amos, who, since the family was large, and 
they were very poor, had to work hard almost from his 
babyhood. He climbed the tall fig trees and gathered 
the fruit for his father; he watched the sheep out on 
the desolate and stony hills. Although his parents were 
poor, they were worshipers of the true God, whom 
many of the richer people of that day were beginning 
to forget. They taught their little boy that God was 
the Creator of the world, and he came to think of ali 
the things he saw as God’s workmanship. 

When the winter rains poured their torrents down 
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upon the roof of their humble dwelling, the little Amos 
would snuggle close to his mother’s side and say, 
“Mother, where does all the rain come from?’ And 
his mother would tell him of the great Jehovah God 
who “calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth 
them out upon the face of the earth.” 

Have you ever visited the zoo and heard a lion roar? 
Well, there were many wild animals in the country 
where Amos lived, lions, leopards, and the great Syrian 
bear. Lions would often come up from the thick brush 
of the Jordan River valley and break into the sheep- 
folds. Amos would hear their great roar resounding 
through the night. Then his father and the other men 
would seize their weapons and rush out to defend their 
flocks. Sometimes they brought back fragments of 
some sheep the lions had torn to pieces, “two legs, or 
-a piece of an ear,” enough to prove to the owners of 
the sheep that a lion had devoured it. 

One day Amos heard his parents and the neighbors 
talking about some dire calamity which was impend- 
ing. The little boy did not know what the coming 
menace might be, but he noticed that his parents kept 
watching the sky. After a time his keen young eyes 
saw something which looked like a thin cloud coming 
across the sun. He called his father’s attention to it 
and his father looked grave. After watching that 
moving cloud for a time the father said, “Yes, they’re 
coming; the locusts are coming!” In a little while large 
insects began to come down here and there like the first 
big flakes of a snowstorm. They came thicker and 
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thicker until the air was full of them. They ate up 
the cucumber vines, they ate all the figs on the trees, 
then they ate all the leaves on the trees and gnawed 
the bark. They ate up all the grass so that the sheep 
were left without food. 

That night little Amos said to his father, “Why does 
Jehovah God let the locusts come and eat up all our 
garden, our fruit trees, and all the grass for our 
sheep?” His father replied: “My son, Israel has 
sinned. They have rejected the law of Jehovah and 
have not kept his statutes; therefore are these calami- 
ties come upon us.”’ 

When Amos grew older he often watched the sheep 
alone in the fields by night. He saw the sun go down 
in red fire behind the Judean hills and watched all the 
night until it appeared again above the far-away blue 
mountain wall of Moab. He still thought of God as 
the One controlling all he saw and heard. It was Jeho- 
vah who “‘turneth the shadow of death into the morn- 
ing, and maketh the day dark with night.’ He learned 
to know the stars, the Pleiades with seven dim stars 
close together, and the great constellation of Orion 
with its many bright stars scattered over a consider- 
able portion of the sky. In all these things he was 
learning to know God and how to communicate with 
him, in the deep meditation of solitude and prayer. 

By the time Amos became a man, conditions had 
reached a fearful state in the country about his home, 
especially there was great wickedness in the cities. 
People of different parts of the country were waging 
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most cruel warfare against one another, destroying 
even the women and children of their enemies and sell- 
ing many into slavery. The rich people in the cities 
made slaves of the poor, who were often starving while 
their masters lolled in every luxury. Many were so 
anxious to get rich that they did not like to take time 
for the keeping of the Sabbath Day. They said to one 
another, “When will the new moon be gone, that we 
may sell grain? and the sabbath, that we may set forth 
wheat?” They cheated one another with short meas- 
ures and light weights and it was one great scramble 
to see which could get the advantage over the other. 
Now Amos had grown up honoring God and seeing 
him in all the works of nature. He thought much on 
the evils of his day and longed to see justice estab-— 
lished among men and righteousness toward God. 
God was seeking for a man whom he could send as 
his messenger to the wicked cities to warn them that 
destruction was coming if they did not repent. Such 
a messenger must be able to hear God’s voice. He 
must be able to look on the life of that day somewhat 
as God looked on it. He must not be afraid of any 
man. There was no such man in any of the cities. 
Perhaps there was only one in all the land, and that 
was the shepherd boy, Amos. He heard God speaking 
to him, bidding him leave his sheep and go into the 
great cities and preach to the sinful people. When 
you are a little older, I know you will wish to read 
what Amos said to the people of that day and how they 
received his message. To-day we have seen something 
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of how Amos, the shepherd of Tekoa, became the fear- 
less prophet of Jehovah. 


LESSON XIV 


GOD THE MASTER BUILDER, AS HE IS REVEALED 
IN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EARTH 


Lesson MaterraL: Job 38: 4-7; Ps. 102:25; Isa. 48212, 13. 
Memory Verse: “Where wast thou when I laid the founda- 


tions of the earth?” Job 38:4. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

If possible secure for this recitation fossil shells, 
rocks with leaf impressions, a geological map showing 
ancient extension of the Gulf of Mexico far up the 
Mississippi Valley. Try to give the pupils the concep- 
tion of God at work from the beginning and working 
on through the ages for the perfecting of the earth as 
a home for man. 

INTRODUCTION 

Ask pupils if they have ever seen a carpenter begin- 
ning the construction of a house. What does he do 
first? Bring out the fact that he measures off certain 
distances, stretches out a tape measure fifty feet this 
way, forty-eight feet that way. Show how he goes 
on to clear-a place for the foundation stones. Our les- 
son to-day is about the laying of the foundations of the 
earth. Who did the work when the earth was begun? 
This is the question which God asked Job a long time 
ago. We know that God was the Master Builder who 
determined the size of the earth and fixed its path in 
space. His words would seem to imply that it was a 
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glad day in the universe when the new earth was begun. 
Did you ever attend the laying of a corner stone? Well, 
God told Job that when the foundations of the earth 
were laid, 

“The morning stars sang together, 

And all the sons of God shouted for joy.” 

If you look at the foundations of a house you can 
often find out a good deal about the person who built 
that house. I have seen a house whose foundation was 
laid on the top of the ground, and the plastering inside 
was. all cracked, and the roof was all sagged down be- 
cause the foundation was not firm and the house had 
settled down and lost its fine, straight lines. I have 
seen other houses two hundred years old and still as 
sound and straight-lined as the day on which they were 
constructed. The first of these houses was built by a 
man who hurried through his job, did it poorly, and 
probably took little pride or enjoyment in his work; 
the other was built by a man who was a good and con- 
scientious workman and who doubtless took joy and 
pride in all that he did. Now we live on the earth, 
and we can examine, to a limited extent, at least, its 
foundations and learn something about the great 
Master Builder who laid them in the far-away dawn of 
Creation’s morning. 

THE LESSON 

I am going to ask you to take a trip with me across 
the prairies and low, rolling hills of the State of Kan- 
sas. Of course we cannot really go, but if you sit very 
still and try to see everything I describe, it will be 
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almost as if we were actually making the trip. There 
isn’t much to see at first; just a strip of road bordered 
with fields where tall prairie grass waves in the con- 
stant wind, a fringe of woods along a brook just ahead, 
and beyond, some rolling hills. Now we come to the 
brook and find that it flows in a kind of deep trench 
cut down through the black soil of the prairie. We 
find a place to scramble down, and find ourselves on a 
rock floor. The brook has cut through the soil and 
reached the solid stone below. Now we are almost 
ready for our first glimpse at the foundations of the 
earth as they can be seen out here on the Kansas 
prairies. The stone on which you are standing is not 
very hard. It is called “shale.” Look at it closely and 
see if you discover anything. Oh, yes, here is a clam 
shell imbedded in the shale. It is not composed of 
shell as are the clam shells we find in the brook, but is 
only shale like the rock in which it lies. What are all 
these little round things which look like tiny buttons 
and which we see all through the shale? Those are 
crinoid stems. No, they are not plant stems, but parts 
of animals that lived right here when this shale was 
mud at the bottom of the ocean. The word “crinoid” 
means “‘lily,’” and these queer animals were shaped a 
good deal like a lily. Are these crinoids found any- 
where alive to-day? Yes. If you should sail out on 
certain parts of the Atlantic Ocean and let down a 
dredge many fathoms into the depths of the sea you 
might find some. And was this spot where we now 
stand once away down in the bottom of the sea? It 
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was. If we search carefully we may find a head of one 
of the crinoids. Here is one. See how lily-like it is 
with its petal-like arms. The crinoids were something 
like starfish. It was ages and ages ago when the ocean 
water covered this spot. Some mighty force down deep 
in the heart of the earth laid hold on these rocks and 
lifted them as silently as the coming of the daybreak 
out of the depths of the sea; pushing them up and up 
until they reached their present place some twelve hun- 
dred feet above sea level. God was working through 
that force whatever it was. Do you understand now 
what the Bible means when it says that God controls 
the ocean; puts bounds about it that it cannot pass 
over? 

Let us climb the hills before us and see if we can 
find anything else which will help us to know more 
about that time when God was laying the foundations 
of the earth. See these rocks of coarse red sandstone! 
And what are these marks all over them? They look 
like leaves. They are leaf impressions; impressions 
from the leaves of trees. They must have been made 
when these stones were very soft. Let us see if we can 
tell what kinds of trees the leaves are from. Here are 
oak leaves, and some that look like maple leaves, and 
surely these are the leaves of sassafras! 

The shale which we saw down there in the creek 
bed was, as we found out, once at the bottom of the 
sea. That sea was a great arm of the Atlantic Ocean 
reaching far up toward Canada and westward nearly 
to where the Rocky Mountains now stand. The shore 
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of that great gulf was at that time far away from 
where we are standing; hundreds of miles away; but, 
as the earth arose, it gradually came nearer as that 
ancient gulf retreated to the southward. The time came 
when the shore line was right here where we stand. 
These sandstone rocks were then the soft sand of the 
ocean beach. Trees grew back on the higher land and 
their leaves were blown down on the beach, and became 
buried; and we see their impressions here in the sand 
which has turned to stone. 

But here is a stone unlike the others. It is hard and 
very smooth, and it is of a beautiful, pinkish tint. 
It is very large and must weigh nearly one hundred 
tons. It is called “quartzite,” and the story of how it 
came to be here is another very interesting chapter in 
the record of how God laid the foundations of the earth. 
After the great inland sea had shrunk away to the 
southward and reached nearly its present limits—for 
the Gulf of Mexico is what is left of it to-day—the 
climate began to grow gradually colder. The world’s 
great winter came on. In time the climate became so 
cold that the heat of summer could no longer melt the 
snow of winter and it accumulated from year to year. 
After a time, this land became like Greenland is to- 
day, covered with a great ice sheet hundreds of feet 
thick. As the ice piled up at the north there was a 
slow flowing southward as you have probably been 
told that glaciers move. This moving ice carried great 
stones imbedded in it. Some of them were carried all 
the way from Canada. We have just been examining 
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one of these stones. These great, continental glaciers 
were God’s plows and mills. They planed down the 
rocky hills and made the country a comparatively level 
plain. They ground the hardest rocks into dust finer 
than the finest meal. They produced the fine black 
soil which makes this Kansas land one of the garden 
spots of the earth. Thus we see how God has labored 
through ages to lay the foundations of the earth and 
to make it a good home for us. 


LESSON XV 
GOD REVEALING HIMSELF IN THE LIVES OF BIRDS 
(1) THE FLIGHT OF THE GOLDEN PLOVERS 


Lesson MarertaL: Jer. 8:7; Job 39: 13-18, 26-30. 


Memory Verse: “Behold the birds of the heaven, that they 
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; and your 
heavenly Father feedeth them.” Matt. 6:26. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

The migration of birds is one of the most striking 
phenomena of nature. A great deal has been discovered 
within the past twenty years regarding this phase of 
bird life, but enough remains unknown to give the 
study of the subject the charm of mystery. No one 
has yet given a satisfactory answer to the question as 
to why birds migrate or as to how they find their way 
across continents and over trackless seas. We do not 
yet know where some of our common summer birds 
spend their winters, and the nests and the eggs of some 
fairly common migrants have never been seen by man. 

The distance traveled by some migratory birds is 
marvelous. The arctic terns nest as far north as there 
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is any land surface, then spend a large part of the 
northern polar day wandering along the open stretches 
of water between the ice packs. As the polar night 
begins, they move southward along our coasts and 
along the Great Lakes, many going as far south as 
the antarctic seas and spending the southern polar day 
along the great ice barriers. It has been estimated that 
some of these birds see eight months of continuous 
daylight in a year, more than any other living creatures. 
They come near being birds of an endless day. 

Birds and their migrations have inspired some of 
the finest literature in the English language. Read 
“The Sandpiper,” by Celia Thaxter, and “To a Water- 
fowl,’ by William Cullen Bryant. The verse from 
Jeremiah is probably the earliest reference in literature 
to the migration of birds. If the teacher studies this 
subject until she is deeply interested in it herself, she 
will find little difficulty in awakening the interest of 
her pupils in it. The lesson story is intended to be sug- 
gestive. Do not read it to the class. Master its details 
and tell it. Then you can tell by the children’s eyes 
and faces whether they are following you, and can make 
such explanations and modifications as may be neces- 
sary to bring all details of the story within the chil- 
dren’s range of understanding. Read “The Travels of 
Birds,” by Chapman. 


INTRODUCTION 


Find out whether the children know anything about 
birds and their migrations. In some parts of the country 
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they may have seen wild geese going northward in the 
spring and southward in the autumn. Tell them of the 
prophet who many centuries ago saw the storks in 
flight far up in the blue sky of Palestine; heard the 
resounding voices of the cranes as they pursued their 
pathless course at night, somewhere up toward the 
stars; noted the first swallow as it skimmed low over the 
grasslands; heard the voice of the turtle dove announc- 
ing that summer was at hand. Tell them how glad the 
prophet was to know that the birds were obeying God’s 
laws and doing just what God intended they should do; 
but how sad it made him to think that men were not 
obeying the laws of God so well as the birds were 
obeying them. 
THE LESSON 

Little Golden Plover first saw the light in a mossy 
nest on the Arctic Coast of North America some miles 
eastward from Point Barrow. The nest was on the edge 
of a vast, moss-covered stretch of country extending 
across the northern parts of our continent and called 
“the tundra.’ It was not very far from a sandy beach 
beyond which were the blue waters of the arctic sea, and 
beyond the open water was a long, white line where 
the polar ice pack lay all summer long. Mother Golden 
Plover had kept her eggs warm with her own breast 
and had shielded them from the chilling winds with 
her soft feathers for many days before the little ones 
pipped the shells. As she sat on the nest father Golden 
Plover hunted up and down the shore and brought her 
food. As he ran along the sands or flew low over the 
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waters he would call to his mate with a low, sweet, 
plaintive note, “too-lee-e, too-lee-e.’’ When the little 
mate on the nest heard that call she knew that all was 
well. But this was not father plover’s real song. There 
were times when gladness so filled his heart that he 
mounted high in the air and, on quivering wings, 
poured forth such a succession of marvelously har- 
monious notes that all the air seemed vibrant with the 
sweetness of the song. So wild and desolate is the 
summer home of the golden plovers that not a dozen 
white men have ever heard their song. Father plover 
does not care for that ; his song is for the mother on the 
nest and the little plovers which are soon to be, and he 
never sings anywhere except in his summer home at 
nesting time. 

Little Golden Plover was not an hour old before he 
could run around on the moss and sand as well as his 
parents could do. The beaches were full of little 
hopping things which he learned to catch and eat. 
Arctic poppies and dainty white saxifrages grew a little 
way back from the shore. It was one long day of sun- 
shine, for the sun did not set at all, just came down 
near the northern horizon, then mounted up again 
into the southern sky. 

But little Golden Plover was soon to learn that life 
was not all a pleasant holiday; he was to find out some 
of its dangers. One day he was busy hunting for in- 
sects on the margin of a pool when he heard a quick, 
sharp note from his mother. He had never heard it 
before but in some way he knew what to do without 
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having been taught. In such wonderful ways does God 
care for his wild creatures. The little bird fell down 
flat on the moss and was so still that if you had been 
there you couldn’t even have seen him breathe. His 
eyes were nearly closed but he could peep out enough 
to see a great, long-winged, dark-bodied bird flying low 
over the tundra. It was a jaeger, a fierce, hawklike 
bird of the Arctic seas. The jaeger was pausing here 
and there on hovering wings, examining the moss-cov- 
ered ground with great care. He was coming right 
toward the spot where little Golden Plover lay. If the 
least movement or a bit of wind-blown down attracted 
his eye the little baby plover would be gathered up 
and devoured in less time than it would take to teil it. 
Now it was a fortunate thing for little Golden Plover 
that his back was exactly the color of the tundra mosses, 
a kind of spotted, dull, yellowish tint. The God of 
nature had given him this coat for his protection in 
just such times as this. The jaeger passed directly over 
the spot where the little plover lay, and the little bird. 
on the moss felt the pulsations of the air from the 
beating of the jaeger’s wings, but he never stirred, until 
he heard his mother calling him and telling him that 
the danger was past. : 

Little Golden Plover soon learned to take short flights 
and it was not long before he could fly as well as his 
parents. Then the sun began to sink down below the 
horizon at night. At first the nights were short but 
they grew longer rapidly and were increasingly cold. 
The plovers began to gather in great flocks and to take 
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little flights of a score of miles or so up and down the 
coast. They were getting ready for their long journey 
halfway round the earth to the other side of the world. 
If you will look at this map, we shall follow them in 
their long journey. One day the flocks rose from the 
beach as they had often done before, but this time, in- 
stead of circling around for a while and alighting 
again, they kept circling around in a great spiral, like 
a winding stair, until they were high above the earth; 
then they suddenly started off toward the. southeast. 
They continued on the wing day and night, passing 
over long stretches of tundra, over lakes where the 
ice was beginning to form, over growths of stunted 
forest trees. At last they came down to earth on the 
uplands of Labrador. Here they lived for several weeks, 
growing fat on the crowberries which grew there in 
great abundance. But winter was following them, and 
soon they resumed their journey. This time they 
journeyed southward, crossed the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and reached the Atlantic Coast in Nova Scotia. They 
paused here for only one day; then launched bravely 
out seaward, two thousand miles of ocean before them. 
Through storm and sunshine, far out of sight of land, 
the flocks swept ever southward, flying night and day. 
They passed over the green and tropical islands of the 
West India Archipelago, and continued their course 
far into the interior of South America before alighting. 
Then by easy stages they moved on southward into 
Argentina and Patagonia. Here they spent a happy 
summer holiday of five months while their far northern 
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home was buried and bound under the dominion of 
the fierce arctic winter. As the autumn of the south- 
em hemisphere came on, the plovers turned again home- 
ward; for the place where a bird builds its nest is 
its home. 

The homeward journey was over a different route, 
northward along the eastern base of the Andes Moun- 
tains, across the Gulf of Mexico, over the prairies west 
of the Mississippi River, across the forests of Canada, 
and back to their nesting place beside the Arctic seas.— 
Adapted from “Distribution and Migration of North 
American Birds,” by Wells W. Cooke. 


LESSON XVI 


GOD REVEALING HIMSELF IN THE LIVES OF BIRDS. 
(II) THE STORMY PETREL: COMPANION OF 
THE GRIM OLD SEA 


Lesson MatTertAL: Luke 12: 24; Ps. 84: 3; Matt. 10: 29; Luke 
WZIO: 


Memory Verse: “Are not five sparrows sold for two pence? 
and not one of them is forgotten in the sight of God.” Luke 
IWASITa)3 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

The object of this course of lessons is the develop- 
ment of the religious consciousness: of children, through 
the study of nature. Whether this end is attained or 
not depends very much: on how the nature stories are 
told. 

The Bible attitude toward nature is the proper atti- 
tude for the teacher of these lessons. The Bible every- 
where assumes a personal Author and Controller back 
of all natural phenomena. .This was the attitude of the 
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great Teacher. For him it was God who clothed the 
grass and cared for the birds. Children very naturally 
fall into this attitude. It is easy for them to think 
of a personal agent as the cause for every change they 
see, the creator of every object they behold. Dr. Dawson 
tells of a little boy only about four years old, who, 
when first he looked upon Niagara Falls said, “Father, 
who pours out all this water?” We sometimes get away 
from this view as we gain a kind of half knowledge 
of the universe, but the great, philosophical minds of 
the ages have served mankind by leading people back 
to these simple, childlike conceptions which help us 
to see God in everything. So the teacher ought not to 
feel that she is indulging in a kind of poetic fancy 
in attributing phenomena of the natural world to a 
personal Cause. Let her feel that she is stating a uni- 
versal and incontrovertible truth when ‘she tells her 
pupils that even though five sparrows are sold for two- 
pence, not one of them is ever forgotten of God. 


INTRODUCTION 

Find out how many pupils in the class have ever 
seen the ocean. Get them to talking about it. Give them 
some conception of its great size, its storms, the crea- 
tures which live in it. Ask as to what birds are seen ° 
along the ocean shore or flying over its surface. Tell 
them that our story to-day is about a little bird which 
lives nearly all its life out in the open sea. 


THE LESSON 
If you have ever been far out to sea you may have 
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seen a little, dark-colored bird with a white spot on 
the rump flitting over the ocean waves. If you have 
seen such a bird under the circumstances mentioned, 
you have probably seen the stormy petrel. It is about 
as large as a robin. It is known by several names. It 
is called petrel, which means “little Peter.’ You will 
remember that Peter tried to walk on the water to 
meet Jesus. This bird is called “little Peter” because 
as it flits about from wave to wave, it touches the 
waves now and then with its small, webbed feet. It is 
called ‘“‘stormy petrel’’ because often when a storm is 
gathering, great numbers of the birds are seen. Sailors 
sometimes call them “Mother Carey’s Chickens.’ The 
name probably means “chickens of the Virgin Mary.” 
Most sailors love these little birds which tell them of 
approaching storms, and many a sailor will not harm 
them for anything, or allow anyone else to do so if 
he can prevent it. 

The ocean has many birds. Some of them live along 
the beaches, picking up the food which the ebb and 
flow of the tide leaves for them upon the sand twice 
every day. These are called shore birds, and among 
them are included the plovers, sandpipers, and turn- 
stones. There are other ocean birds which live in 
sheltered parts of the sea, in its bays and gulfs, and 
around its islands. Among these are several kinds of 
ducks which gain their living by diving down to the 
ocean floor and gathering food there. Some of these 
ducks can go down a hundred feet or more beneath 
the surface. 
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There are also birds which live most of their lives 
on the ocean far away from land, and which come 
near the shore only by accident or for the few weeks 
of the nesting season. These are called birds of the 
open sea; among them are the huge wandering alba- 
trosses, the shearwaters, and the petrels. 

When the nesting season comes the petrels seek out 
certain islands or portions of the mainland near the 
sea where there is soil suitable for burrowing, for when 
they make a nest they make it at the end of a long 
hole in the ground, as ground squirrels do. Here the 
parent birds take turns sitting on the nest. One is always 
on the nest while the other is out at sea gathering food. 
They change places only under cover of darkness, and 
are never seen about their nesting places unless some 
unusual occurrence drives them out of their holes. The 
little petrels grow to full size in their dark, underground 
homes. As soon as they leave their holes they leave 
the land also, striking boldly out into the immense and 
misty spaces of the ocean world to wander for eighteen 
months over its trackless waste of waves before coming 
back to land again. The young petrels do not nest until 
they are nearly two years old; born in April, they leave 
the land in October, and do not come back until a year 
from the following April. 

Having gone some thousands of miles out to sea and 
wandered for months without ever sighting land, how 
do they find their way back again when the mating in- 
stinct calls them? No one can say just how they do it. 
We only know that the Creator God has given them 
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the power to find their way unerringly. He has re- 
membered them and gives them that which they need 
in their life upon the seas. 

How can they live when storms arise upon the ocean? 
A noted traveler tells of seeing beaches of the Pacific 
Ocean strewn with bodies of gulls, murres, and auklets 
after a severe storm, but he said that he had never seen 
a petrel among them. How does this frail little bird 
escape the hurricane winds and the frightful tossing 
waves that wreck the ships and take a heavy toll from 
the other ocean birds? We do not know. Some have 
thought that they fly above the clouds during a storm, 
and reach upper regions of the air where they are safe, 
but no one can yet say whether this is true or not. We 
only know that the Creator God has made this little 
bird for a certain place among his creatures, and has 
given it what is necessary for a life in that place. He 
has made some kinds of birds to sing in our apple 
trees in the blossoming springtime, but he has made 
the stormy petrel to be the companion of the grim old 
sea. 

LESSON XVII 


GOD REVEALING HIMSELF IN THE FORESTS OF THE 
WORLD: .THE CEDARS OF LEBANON AND 
THE BIG.TREES OF CALIFORNIA 


Lesson MarTertaAL: Bible References to Trees. 

1. Adam and Eve placed in a garden of trees. Gen. 2:8, 9. 

2. Laws God gave for the protection of trees. Deut. 20: 19, 20. 
3. Trees as symbols of righteous manhood. Ps. 1:3; 92: iG, 
4. God, the Planter of the trees. Ps. 104: 16. 

5. Trees are symbols of eternal life. Rev. 22:2. 


Memory Verse: “The righteous shall flourish like the palm- 
tree: He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon.” Ps. 92: 12. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

Trees are well suited for lesson material in a nature- 
study coufse for religious instruction. They are usually 
accessible. They present a wonderful variety as to 
leaves, fruit, flowers, and size. They are frequently 
mentioned in the Bible, and mankind has ever drawn 
from them many spiritual truths and helpful analogies. 
“The groves were God’s first temples.’’ Children will 
be delighted to collect leaves of trees, and they should 
be encouraged to do so. 


INTRODUCTION 
Find out what the pupils know about trees, their 
kinds, uses, homes, different names. Have the pupils 
read the Bible passages given under Lesson Material. 
Impress them with the fact that trees are God’s crea- 
tion. His garden had trees in it; he gave his people 
laws for the protection of trees. Even in the midst of 
war, fruit trees were not to be destroyed. God’s Book 
says in several places that the righteous shall be like 
trees; like a tree planted by a stream of water, like a 

palm tree, like a cedar of Lebanon. 


THE LESSON 

Your Sunday-school teachers and your parents have 
told you many stories about the Hebrew people and 
how God spoke to them through Moses and the 
prophets. God had other ways of speaking to his people 
in the olden times. He spoke to them through storms, 
mountains, the sea, through animal and bird life, and 
through trees. Most of the Hebrew people who came 
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across the Jordan River and conquered the land of 
Canaan had been born in the deserts. They had seen 
the few dwarfed shrubs which grow along the usually 
dry creek beds in the desert wilderness. As they drew 
near the Promised Land they began to see larger trees 
than they had ever seen before. There were sturdy 
oaks on the highlands of Bashan, and a fringe of woods 
near the Jordan River. As their conquering armies 
pushed northward across the Lebanon Mountains the 
Hebrews came to some trees of magnificent proportions. 
It is probable that they had never before known that 
such trees existed. These wonderful trees made them 
think of Jehovah, their God; they were sure that he 
had planted them, and they called them “the cedars of 
Lebanon, the trees of Jehovah.” As they looked at 
these great, strong, green, and flourishing cedars of 
the mountains, they believed that the blessing of God 
was on them. They believed that God would bless all 
people who did his will just as he blessed the cedars; 
they said, “The righteous . . . shall grow like a cedar 
in Lebanon.” 

Now the cedars of Lebanon were, indeed, very won- 
derful trees, but they were not the largest in the world. 
We are going to turn away from these cedar trees of 
the Lebanon Mountains now, in order that we may 
learn something about the grandest trees in all the 
world. If the Hebrew people had known these greatest 
of all trees, it may be that they would have thought 
of them as being like righteous men blessed by Jehovah. 

More than fifty years ago a lone hunter was tramping 
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through the great forests that clothe the western slopes 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. He had lived many 
years alone in the woods, and had tramped in pursuit 
of bear and deer over most of the mountain ranges of 
that part of the state; but on this day his rambles had 
carried him into a part of the mountains where he had 
never been before. As he worked his way down a little 
roaring brook, he suddenly came out into an open glade 
of the forest and stopped short with amazement; before 
him was a group of giant trees. He had spent most of 
his life among trees of great size. He knew the sugar 
pines which spring away heavenward with shafts as 
straight as ship masts. He knew the firs, the cedars, 
and the hemlocks; but he had never seen trees like these. 
Their massive, reddish trunks shot upward and spread 
out a crown of branches a hundred feet above the tallest 
pines. He had to take a hundred long steps to walk 
around one of them close up to the base. He had dis- 
covered the Calaveras Grove of California big trees. 
When the hunter told the people of the little village 
about the big trees he had discovered, they thought he 
was joking with them; but finally some naturalists 
visited the spot and saw the trees; among these was 
a man named John Muir. He has told us a great deal 
about the great trees of the Sierra forests. Mr. Muir 
found one of the big trees which had been burned half 
through by a forest fire. He took an ax and cleared 
away the charred wood so that he could see the rings of 
annual growth. You doubtless know that every year 
a new ring of wood grows about a tree and after they 
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are cut down we can tell how old they are by counting 
these rings. Taking his magnifying glass Mr. Muir 
counted the rings from the center of the big tree out 
to the bark and found that it was more than four thou- 
sand years old. These California big trees are the oldest 
living things in the ‘world. Did you know that you 
can often read much of the record of a tree’s life from 
the annual rings in its trunk? Let us imagine that we 
are sitting on that huge notch in the big tree where 
John Muir counted the annual rings. Here at the very 
center is a little brown pith about as large as a lead 
pencil and outside of it the first annual ring not so 
large as a button on your sleeve. This tree was once 
that size. Of course it was very long ago, four thou- 
sand years ago, about+ethe time that Abraham left the 
land of the Chaldees for his journey to Haran. Here 
is a ring so narrow you can hardly see it. That may 
have been made some year of drought when the tree 
grew very little and very slowly. Here are wide rings 
showing years of rapid growth, possibly due to abun- 
dant rainfall. Out here near the bark is a great scar 
where some of the rings are lost. Can we tell what 
made it? Yes, we look closely and find charred wood. 
When that scar was made some forest fire was sweeping 
over the mountains. It came around the big tree, burned 
through its bark, and into its heartwobd. Little by little 
the great tree recovered from the injury, burying the 
burned spot in its heart. Can we tell how long ago it 
was when that fire of the mountain forests was here? 
Count the rings from the scar outward to the bark; 
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four hundred and twenty-nine. That takes us back to 
the time when Columbus discovered America. This 
tree was then almost as large as it is now, and it had 
been standing here for thirty-five hundred years. 

You all wish to grow up and become big men and 
women like your fathers and mothers. But have you 
ever thought that people grow in other ways besides 
in height and weight? They grow in knowledge, in 
skill, in their power to love God and their fellow men. 
This kind of growth does not stop when one is eighteen 
or twenty years old; it goes on through the whole of 
this life, and on and on forever in the life that lies 
in the world beyond. A wonderful thing about the 
big trees of California is the fact that, although they 
live so many centuries, they never seem to stop grow- 
ing. The giant trees of the Fresno forest seem to be 
as fresh, perfect, and vigorous as young saplings, 
though they are doubtless several thousand years old. 
As you think of the big trees and the cedars remember 
that the Bible says, “The righteous . . . shall grow 
like a cedar in Lebanon.” 


LESSON XVIII 
THE VOICE OF GOD IN THE STORM 


Lesson MarTerRIAL: Psalm 29, 


Memory Verse: “The voice of Jehovah is upon the waters: 
The God of glory thundereth.” Ps. 29:5. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 
A thunderstorm is a sublime natural phenomenon. 
The vast sound volume of the thunder peals, the bril- 
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liance of the lightning, the terrific force of the winds, 
and the torrents of rain or hail; all these elements have 
combined to make the thunderstorm impressive. It is 
little wonder that storms of this kind have always 
aroused religious emotions in the souls of men. This 
Twenty-ninth Psalm seems to be a description of a 
thunderstorm arising at sea and sweeping across the 
Lebanon Mountains and the Mount Hermon range to 
the eastward. If the teacher can so instill its spirit of 
reverence and fearlessness into minds of children that 
in the presence of such a storm they will ever think of 
the God who rules over the storm rather than of possible 
dangers which it may bring to them, she will have ac- 
complished a most important service. 


INTRODUCTION 
Let pupils tell of storms they have witnessed. Find 
out how they feel in the presence of such a phenomenon 
of nature. Tell them that the story to-day is about 
David, the shepherd boy, and what he did when a great 
storm arose while he was alone with his sheep in the 
fields. Read the psalm to the pupils. 


THE LESSON 

This psalm is called, in our Bibles, “A Psalm of 
David.” David probably wrote it after he became a 
man. But men who write great poems usually describe 
things which they have known as boys, and which they 
have been thinking about and learning about all the 
years. So we may believe that David could not have 
written this psalm if he had not seen thunderstorms 
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and thought about them as a boy. The following story 
is not found in the Bible, but we are just telling what 
might have been true, and what, if it did not happen 
to David, has happened to many another lad. 

One day as David was watching his father’s sheep 
out on the hills some distance from Bethlehem, he 
noticed that clouds were gathering low down in the 
west. He had known before that a storm was gathering, 
for he had lived so much out in the open air that he 
could read the signs of the weather almost without 
mistake. The air had been heavy and oppressive; the 
night before as he watched his flocks he had noted that 
the moon was dim and that a ring of white light en- 
circled it. He was not afraid, for he knew what to do 
if the storm should come and he had learned to believe 
that Jehovah God was the Ruler of the storms. 

So he sat down and watched the clouds gathering in 
the western sky. They rose steadily until their edge 
crossed over the sun and quickly hid it from sight. This 
fact told David that the clouds were very thick, that it 
was apt to be a heavy storm, not a mere thunder shower. 
David knew that a little way beyond the western hills 
lay the sea and that the storm was gathering there. 

As he sat watching the clouds, a low voice of mutter- 
ing thunder stole up through the gorges. It was not 
loud but suggestive of irresistible power. David's soul 
was stirred, but not with fear. Looking out toward 
the oncoming storm he said to himself, ‘““The voice of 
Jehovah is upon the waters: the God of glory thunder- 
eth.” Then, gathering his sheep, he led them away to 
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a cave in the side of a hill where they would be 
safe, and went out and sat in the mouth of the cave 
that he might watch the storm. The thunder grew 
louder, and with its voice was mingled now the roar 
of the oncoming wind. “The voice of Jehovah is power- 
ful,’ said David; ‘‘the voice of Jehovah is full of ma- 
jesty.” Then the storm broke over the hills just ahead. 
It came with a sweeping cloud of dust and following 
that were torrents of rain, and lightning flashes, and 
peals of thunder, so loud that the rocks trembled. But 
David was still unafraid; he just drew back far enough 
to keep out of the rain. He thought of the great cedars 
of Lebanon over on the mountains, there. How they 
must be tossing in the wind and rain! How the winds 
must be shattering the strong oak trees of Mount Her- 
mon and stripping its forests bare of leaves. ‘‘Why,” 
thought David, “the earth and the sky are one great 
temple, a thousand times greater than any temple man 
ever built, and the voices of the storm are singing 
praises to the great Jehovah. ‘In his temple everything 
saith, Glory.’ ” 

Then the rain ceased, the clouds rolled away east- 
ward, the muttering thunder became fainter and fainter, 
the sun came out bright and clear, the air was fresh 
and cool, all the landscape was washed clean. The 
stormy afternoon changed into an evening of quiet peace 
as David led his flocks homeward across the green 
sheep pastures. Crossing a range of hills, David came 
in sight of his village home nestling among the hills. 
There was his father’s house. He knew every person 
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dwelling in the town. He thought of the dangers which 
were always near, of the terrible desert tribes who now 
and then swept across the Jordan Valley and ravaged 
the fields of Bethlehem; of the strong armies of the 
Philistines which might appear at any moment on the 
highlands and devastate their farms and firesides. But 
for some reason he felt a deep confidence in the security 
of his little, white-walled village. Were they not Jeho- 
vah’s people, and did not their God rule in the affairs 
of men as truly as he ruled in the thunderstorm? Yes, 
he was sure that it was so; so sure that he said 
aloud, “Jehovah will give strength unto his people; 
Jehovah will bless his people with peace.” 


LESSON XIX 
GOD’S WONDERS IN THE SEA 


Lesson MarertaL: Ps. 107: 23-32; 104: 25-27. 
Memory VERSE: 
“They that go down to the sea in ships, 
That do business in great waters; 
These see the works of Jehovah, 
And his wonders in the deep.” 
—Ps. 107: 23, 24. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 
The teacher of these lessons who can take her pupils 
to the seashore has a great opportunity. The presence 
of the ocean is, in itself, impressive. Man has been 
able to change the ocean less than anything else on 
the face of the earth; hence it is of all the earth’s 
features the most natural. Man has hedged in rivers 


and scattered their waters in irrigating systems. He 
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has harnessed their waterfalls and spanned them with 
suspension bridges. Man has ravaged the mountains 
with fire and the equally destructive ax of the lumber- 
man, but his “dominion stops at the watery main.” 

The vastness and mystery of the ocean has influenced 
the religious life of the race almost as much as the 
stars of the night. The ocean, in some respects, typifies 
its infinite Creator. We can apprehend it, but cannot 
comprehend it. It is not expected that children will 
grasp very much of this mystic significance of the ocean, 
but they can begin to feel it at an early age. The 
teacher is sowing seed, as she leads her pupils by the 
the sea and tells them of its wonders and the wonderful 
Author who made it. There will come a time in the 
lives of children so taught when, like Sidney Lanier, 
they will resolve, “to build them a home in the great- 
ness of God.” 

If the teacher cannot take her pupils to the sea, she 
ought to have good pictures of the ocean and specimens 
of the animal and vegetable life to be found there. The 
lesson for to-day presupposes that such is the case, and 
makes suggestions as to how the lesson can be presented 
without a trip to the sea. 


INTRODUCTION 


Find out how much the pupils know about the ocean; 
its size, its animal and vegetable life, and its effects 
upon climate. The pupils will be eager to tell what 
they know, and the fact that there are certain things 
about the ocean which they have not yet learned will 
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help to secure their interest and attention. Read Ps. 
107 : 23-32. Tell the class that our lesson for the day 
is to find out something about the “wonders” of 
Jehovah “in the deep.” 


THE LESSON 


If you have ever visited a rocky ocean shore at low 
tide, you have been surprised at the abundance of 
animal and vegetable life exposed by the withdrawing 
of the ocean waters for a little way. The rocks are cov- 
ered with seaweeds and in the clear pools some of this 
vegetation has all the colors of the rainbow. Out where 
the ocean waves are breaking over rocks which are 
usually covered with the sea, the mussels cover the 
stones as thick as the shingles on a roof. Queer-looking 
crabs move off sideways, backwards, or straight ahead; 
it seems to make no difference to them which way they 
go. Down in the clear water are sea anemones which 
look like flowers, but are really animals. Sea urchins 
like round balls covered with porcupine quills, present a 
thousand sharp points on all sides and upward, while 
below they hold to the stone with a thousand tough 
threads. 

Let me tell you about one of the most interesting 
dwellers on the beach. He is called the hermit crab. He 
has some big pinchers with which to defend himself if 
he is attacked in front, and also a fine coat of mail on 
his head and chest, but his hind parts are quite uapro- 
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enough in to cover himself all over except his eyes and 
two big pincher claws. Thus protected in the rear he 
feels confident that he can take care of himself. He 
jerks himself about, hunting the food he needs, and if 
a hungry fish tries to make food of him, he just retires 
into his house as far as he thinks advisable, leaving 
his pinchers sticking out to give Mr. Fish a warm re- 
ception if he gets too inquisitive. 

Down deep in the sand of the beach are big clams 
sending up long tubes through which they suck the 
water down to them, when the tide is in; then having 
sifted out the food it contains, they squirt it up into 
the sea again and suck down some more. Barnacles, 
limpets, and earshells cover the rocks. 

Not all the life of the ocean is confined to the shore 
line. Look out to sea and you may catch a glimpse 
of something interesting. You may see long lines of 
birds passing low over the water, coming along one. 
after the other as if they were following a leader, and 
the leader were following a trail. Sometimes they pass 
along in a steady string for hours. These birds are 
shearwaters, visitors to the northern hemisphere from 
far southern seas. Out on the Pacific Coast a man in- 
terested in birds thought he would count these ocean 
wanderers as they passed near a rocky point, where he 
was seated. He counted all afternoon and the number 
was more than a hundred thousand, but when dusk 
came on the birds were still passing by the rocky point 
as abundantly as ever. 

If you watch carefully you may see far out at sea 
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a dark object appear for a little while above the waves, 
and send up a stream of something which looks like 
steam. If you do, you may be sure it is a whale. The 
whale is the largest living creature in the world. Some 
are over a hundred feet long and weigh many tons. 
Some parts of the ocean are more than six miles deep. 
Would you expect to find anything living down there in 
the depths of the sea? It is hard, for several reasons, 
to see how any animal could live there. In the first place 
it is completely dark there. The light of the sun cannot 
pass through the six miles of water. It is very cold, 
almost cold enough to freeze ice all the time. Then there 
is a very great pressure because of the weight of the 
water above the ocean floor. If you should take an 
empty bottle, put a good cork in it, tie a weight to it, 
and let it down into the ocean with a string, it would be 
crushed all to pieces before going down a hundred feet. 
If the bottle were made of steel it would be mashed 
flat before it was halfway down to the bottom of the 
ocean in such deep places as we have described. And yet 
many animals live even in the deepest parts of the sea. 
They have little, phosphorescent lamps which shine out 
in the darkness and show them their way through the 
water. Some of these deep-sea fishes have a whole row 
of these little lights along their sides. They must look 
like little ocean steamships, at night, when they move 
along the ocean floor. Most of these deep-sea fishes are 
small, but there may be great fishes there, also. Some- 
times the nets and dredges let down into the ocean in its 
deeper parts come up empty, but all torn to pieces as 
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if they had caught some creature they were not strong 
enough to hold. 

I have been able to tell you only a few of God’s won- 
ders in the sea. I hope you will wish to learn more from 
books, and from what you yourself can see, if you 
ever visit the seaside. I wonder if you can tell me what 
the poet Byron meant when he said: 


There is a pleasure in the pathless woods; 
There is a rapture on the lonely shore; 
There is society, where none intrudes, 

By the deep sea, and music in its roar. 


LESSON XX 
GOD’S WONDERS IN THE SKY 


Lesson MatTeErIAL: Job 38: 31-33; Ps. 8: 3-5; Gen. 1: 14-19. 


Memory Verse: “And God made the two great lights; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the jdesser light to rule the 
night: he made the stars also.” Gen. 1: 16. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

The sun, the moon, and the stars have profoundly 
influenced the souls of men from times lying far beyond 
the beginnings of history. There is hardly a primitive 
religion which has not been, in large part, molded by 
the thoughts and emotions stirred within men’s hearts 
as they beheld the rising or the setting sun, the moon 
in the heavens, or the stars at night. The recapitula- 
tion theory holds that the child passes through all the 
different stages of development through which the race 
has passed. It has doubtless been overemphasized by 
some schools of thought, and mistakes have been made 
when a system of child development based on it-alone 
has been attempted. There is, however, a certain 


GOD’S WONDERS IN THE SKY 105 


measure of truth in the recapitulation theory, and he 
who understands the processes through which the race 
has come up from its beginnings, will be better fitted 
to guide the developing soul of the child. 

We have been loath to utilize the splendid, religious 
educational possibilities of nature to the extent we 
might, because of the fact that many of the primitive 
nature religions of the world took forms which to us 
appear gross and morally degraded. We have forgotten 
that it is one thing for a primitive people to feel their 
way toward God through what they could see of his 
works in nature, and quite a different thing for one who 
knows the God revealed in Christ to go out and read. 
the Father’s message in the things that he has made. 
It would seem that the time has come for a restoration 
of nature study to its rightful place as an agency for 
the culture of the religious consciousness. We should 
heed the Master’s commandment and “consider the 
lilies.” 

Because of children’s keen interest in natural objects 
and natural phenomena, nature study is peculiarly fitted 
for their religious instruction. If possible, present a part 
of this lesson out of doors at night when the stars are 
visible. 

INTRODUCTION 

Read, or have some good reader in the class read, the 
sublime account of the fourth day of Creation. Gen. 
1: 14-19. What do these verses teach as to the origin 
of the sun, the moon, and the stars? Who caused them 
to come into existence? For what purpose were they 
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created? Show that God placed the sun in just the 
right place, as regards the earth, so that we could 
have summer, autumn, winter, and spring. He placed 
the moon so that it would shine on the earth and so 
that we would have a great variety of nights, some 
bright moonlight, some all dark, some part dark and 
part moonlight. Illustrate the importance of light as a 
giver of life. A plant in a dark cellar will show the 
necessity for light in the vegetable world. Our lesson, 
to-day is about the lights God made in the sky. 


THE LESSON 


God did a wonderful thing when he “made the stars 
also.”” We have come out here to-night where we can 
see the stars while we talk about them and the God who 
made them. You are saying, “Oh, how many there 
are!’ You can, indeed, see a great many, but there are 
ten thousand times as many more which you cannot see 
without a telescope. The larger the telescope, the more 
we see, and sometimes stars that look single when we 
look at them just with our eyes, become double when we 
see them through the telescope. 

Notice that the stars are often in groups. There in 
the east is a little group of stars. It is called “the Ple- 
iades,”’ or seven stars. Near it is a group of bright stars, 
which is called “the constellation of Orion.” Both of 
these are mentioned a number of times in the Bible. 
Over here is the “Great Bear,” or the “Big Dipper.” If 
you have good eyesight you can see the ring in the 
handle. 
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These stars we are watching are so far away that it 
is hard for us even to think how far away they are. Can 
you think of anything that travels fast? Yes, a railroad 
train goes pretty fast. Think of something that goes 
even faster than a train. Yes, a rifle bullet; it goes 
very fast, doesn’t it? It goes so fast we cannot see it. 
Well, these stars are so far away that if you should go 
toward them as fast as a rifle bullet moves and should 
keep on going for a thousand years, you would not be 
there at the end of that time. You wouldn‘t even have 
made a good start. Nearly all these stars you see are 
suns, like our sun, only some of them are many times 
larger than our sun. They seem small because they are 
so far away. These suns have worlds circling around 
them just as our world goes around and around our 
sun. How great God must be to know all about these 
thousands of worlds of his! 

Over here is a reddish star which does not seem to 
twinkle as the others do. It seems different from them 
when we look at it. Yes, that is the planet Mars, one 
of our near neighbors in the solar system. If we had a 
good telescope we could see some interesting things 
on Mars. We could tell where the north pole of Mars 
is and also its south pole. We could see a white spot 
around each pole. What makes the white spot? Well, 
now, think hard and see if you can’t guess it. What 
would you see around the north pole of our world if 
you were so far away you could see the whole world at 
one glance? Snow and ice, of course; and we think the 
spots near the poles of Mars are snow and ice, too. 
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There are some things about Mars which we cannot 
understand. Maybe when you grow up you will be able 
to help us to solve the puzzle. There are certain parts 
of Mars which have a reddish tingle, and over these red 
parts runs a network of lines. Sometimes they are 
double, like railroad tracks, sometimes they are single. 
No, they are not railroad tracks, for they must be hun- 
dreds of miles wide or we could not see them at all, we 
are so far away. 

Over here in the east is another big, bright star, 
another of the planets. Its name is Jupiter. I am going 
to let you see it through this small telescope and you 
may tell me what you see. You see some tiny stars 
near it? Well, those are Jupiter’s moons; he has a good 
many of them—four big moons, and astronomers have 
discovered some very small moons which we cannot see. 
If you lived on Jupiter, sometimes you would see four 
moons shining in the sky at once, at other times there 
would be from one to three. 

Do you see this star over here without any other 
bright stars near it? That is Polaris, or the North 
Star. It is one of the most important stars of them all, 
for it shows us which direction is north. In the early 
days, on the prairies, people traveling often got lost at 
night, and the roads were dim and few. They could 
always find their way if there were no clouds, for they 
could find the pole star and so tell in which direction to 
go. By watching the North Star sailors can cross the 
ocean and come to land almost exactly where they 
planned to come. 
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There is so much to learn about the stars that one 
might spend a lifetime studying them and even then 
he would not know all about them. There is only One 
who knows how many there are; how far they extend in 
space, and how long they have been shining in the sky, 
that One is the great Creator who made them. 


LESSON XXI 


GOD’S WONDERS BENEATH THE SURFACE OF 
THE EARTH 


Lesson MatTerIAL: Job 28: 1-11. 


Memory Verse: “As for the earth, out of it cometh bread; 
And underneath it is turned up as it were by fire.’ Job 28:5. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR. THE TEACHER 

The study of the earth’s crust can be made interesting 
to children. Properly taught geology and its kindred 
sciences can be made to minister to the religious life. 
It would be a splendid thing if the teacher of this lesson 
could take her class to a mine or a quarry, show them 
the strata of rock composing the earth’s crust, point out 
imbedded fossils, and so on. If this is not possible, 
specimens for indoor instruction should be secured. 


INTRODUCTION 

Show the class different metals—iron, copper, gold— 
and ask from where they come. Have pieces of coal 
and find out what the pupils know about the way coal 
was formed. Mention precious stones found in the earth 
—diamonds, emeralds, agate, and rubies. Ask as to 
how these came to be in the earth. Who caused them to 
be there? We can find out something about God, 
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then, by digging into the earth. Read and explain to 
them Job’s fine description of the miner’s skill in finding 
God’s treasures hidden deep within the earth. 


THE LESSON 

We have been studying lessons on how God reveals 
himself in the animals and plants that live on the earth. 
But the works of God are seen quite as clearly in other 
places. God is everywhere and has been everywhere, 
“from the beginning,” and he has left signs which show 
us that he has been there and is there still, if we only 
know how to find the signs and read them. There are 
some verses in the One Hundred and Thirty-ninth 
Psalm which express this truth in a beautiful way. Let 

us put them on the blackboard and repeat them: 


“Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

Tf I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me.” 

—Ps. 139: 7-10. 
The psalmist meant to teach that God is everywhere. 

Even when we dig deep into the earth’s crust we find 
that what this psalm says is true. We find signs that 
God has been there and is there. There are even living 
things down deep in the earth. We do not know how 
many or just what kinds, but here and there are places 
in the earth where some of God’s creatures find a home. 
Near the surface of the ground, there are, as you doubt- 


less know, many kinds of living things. You can hardly 
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turn over a spadeful of earth without finding some of 
them. The mole and the shrew and the ground squirrels 
make their homes there. Living things go much deeper 
down in the earth than we once thought. If you should 
go down into Mammoth Cave, in Kentucky, you would 
get a long way down from the surface above, where the 
trees are growing and the flowers blooming in the sun- 
shine. You would come to a river there in the darkness. 
It is called Echo River. It bursts out from one side of 
the cave, flows along the floor of the cave for a dis- 
tance, then plunges off into the rocks again. If you 
had some fishhooks, lines, and some bait, do you think 
you could catch some fish in Echo River? You might. 
They have been caught there. The fish of the Mammoth 
Cave river are queer, little, blind creatures. They live 
in darkness all their lives, and have no need of eyes. 

Some men were drilling a deep well in Texas, when 
they were down many hundreds of feet they struck 
what is called artesian water; that is, the water came 
rushing up the hole they had made and spouted high 
in the air, just as you may have seen water spouting 
up from a small hole in the fireman’s hose. Now this 
water brought up from somewhere down in the earth 
some little creatures called “salamanders.” They were 
blind and as white as snow. No person had ever seen 
this kind of salamander before. So you see that besides 
the iron, gold, precious stones, and coal in the earth, 
there are other things which are alive and about which 
we, as yet, know very little. 

Did you enjoy that trip we took to Kansas, the day 
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we saw the shells in the shale and the leaf prints in 
the sandstone? Well, to-day we shall go back there 
again and go down into a mine to see what signs of God 
we can find there and what they can tell us about him. 
Sit very still and keep your minds on what I am saying, 
and we shall be off. Here we are; just ahead is a great 
mass of bluish stone piled out on the prairie. We are 
at the opening of a coal mine. This stone has been dug 
out, away down in the earth, by the miners. They had 
to take it out so as to get at the coal. We get into a 
big bucket and, taking our lanterns—for it will be dark 
down there—we are let down into the mine. We reach 
the bottom and start off through the passages that the 
miners have made. Now here are some pieces of coal 
which, as you see, look like fern leaves and broken pieces 
of plant stems. Now look closely at this flat floor of 
rock, and tell me what you see. Why, here are some 
tracks! They look like the footprints of a great bird. 
Look at this other stone. Here are little, round dots all 
over it. Have you ever seen anything like that before? 
Yes, just after a shower you saw little spots made in 
the dust of the road by the raindrops. 

Now I shall tell you the story of how these things 
came to be here, away down in a mine. Many ages 
ago, the floor of this mine was not down in the earth 
but at the earth’s surface. It was a great swamp, in 
which huge, fernlike plants grew in a thick, tropical 
jungle. This stone was then soft, blue mud. The tracks 
you see were not made by a bird, but by a big animal 
something like a frog. It lived in the water of the 
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swamp, and sometimes came out on the mud flats for a 
while. The little round spots were made by the rain- 
drops falling on the mud in that ancient swamp. 

After many ages in which the fern trees grew in the 
swamp and fell down and covered the ground, there 
came a lowering of the surface of the ground, and the 
sea came in and covered everything out of sight for 
thousands and thousands of years. Mud and sand col- 
lected in the bottom of the sea and buried the old swamp 
many feet deep. After a time the old plant stems were so 
pressed together that they became coal. Then there 
came a lifting of the earth’s surface, and the sea dried 
up. To-day men dig down to find the coal, and they 
also find the tracks of the big frog animal and the 
prints of the raindrops in the mud which has turned 
to stone. Don’t you think that God knew that there 
would sometime be men on the earth, that they would 
need coal to warm their houses and run their engines? 
Perhaps he thought, too, that they would find the foot- 
prints of the frog animal and the prints of the raindrops, 
and would enjoy the book which he had written for 
them in the rocks. 

LESSON XXII 
GOD’S MESSAGE IN A STAR 


Lesson Materia: Matt. 2: 1-13. 

Memory VErsE: “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we saw his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” 
Matt. 2: 2. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 


There has been a great deal of discussion as to what 
the star of Bethlehem was. Some people have main- 
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tained that it was a wholly supernatural phenomenon, 
others that it was natural, a variable star, or a comet. 
There is no desire on the part of the writer of these 
lessons to impose either of these views upon those who 
are to teach these subjects in the vacation school classes. 
In some respects, the hypothesis that conceives of the 
star of Bethlehem as a natural phenomenon would seem 
to be more impressive than the theory which holds that 
it was a supernatural phenomenon. There are other 
events connected with the birth of Christ which are un- 
questionably of the kind we are accustomed to call 
supernatural; for example, the angels’ visit to the shep- 
herds and the annunciation to Mary. Suppose we con- 
sider the star of Bethlehem as a temporary or variable 
star such as appears occasionally in the heavens, would 
not such a conception of its nature help us to realize 
that the coming of the world’s Saviour was an event of 
such momentous importance that not only the realm of 
events lying within what we call the supernatural but 
the whole course of nature bowed in reverent recogni- 
tion of it? If you can make the children feel that the 
birth of the Saviour was accompanied not only by angel 
visits, but recognized by the very stars of heaven, you 
will have accomplished much. 
4 
INTRODUCTION 

We have been studying about how God reveals him- 
self in his out of doors. We have learned something 
about his revelation of himself in the birds, in the trees, 
and in the forests. Now this is only one of the ways in 
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which God reveals himself to men. He also reveals 
himself in the lives and words of great and good men 
and women. At some other time you will have Vacation 
Bible School lessons telling you about men and women 
who have revealed God to the people of their own day 
and for the people of all times. But the greatest reve- 
lation God ever made of himself is the revelation 
through Jesus, his Son. To-day we are to learn how 
God let certain people know that he would send his 
Son, and when they should expect him to come. 


THE LESSON 


Hundreds and hundreds of years before God’s Son 
came into the world, men had learned to believe that 
he would come, and to hope and pray that he might 
come. In times of war they thought of the time when 
God’s Son would come as the Prince of peace, and teach 
the nations to “‘beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning-hooks.” In times of great 
sorrow and distress they looked up to Jehovah and 
said, “Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that 
thou wouldest come down.” 

_ When God was almost ready to send his Son to be the 
Saviour of the world, he let certain people know what 
was about to happen. He sent his angel to Mary at 
Nazareth, and to Joseph. When the little Lord Jesus 
lay in the manger at Bethlehem, God sent a whole band 
of angels to tell the shepherds out in the fields that a 
Saviour had been born. 

God’s Son was coming to save not only the Jews but 
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all the people of the whole earth who would believe on 
him and obey him. So he sent his angels not only to the 
land of Palestine, but let certain other people living 
far away know that the world’s Redeemer was coming 
soon. Far away across the deserts to the eastward were 
some people who worshiped the true God. Many years 
before a great teacher named Zoroaster had lived 
among them and had taught them about a God of light 
who was recognized to be the same as the Jehovah God 
whom the Hebrews worshiped. These people, too, were 
expecting that a Saviour of the world would some time 
appear. The men who taught this religion to the people 
were called “Magi,” and they spent much time studying 
the stars, believing that in that way they could find out 
events which were about to take place on the earth. 
Because these people believed in God and expected him 
to send a Saviour, God gave them a sign which showed 
them that the One they were looking for was about to 
come. God caused a new star to come out in the sky. 
These men had studied the stars so much that they knew 
them all by sight and they knew, at once, when this new 
star came into view that it was a star which they had 
never seen before. 

When these Wise Men saw the bright star in the sky, 
they said: “We must go and find the world’s Saviour. 
We will take with us presents, and they shall be presents 
fit for a king.” So they bought gold and very precious 
perfumes, and, made ready for the long journey. They 
did not know very much about the Saviour who was to 
come, but they had heard that he was to be a king of 
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the Jews. So they started for Jerusalem, the capital of 
the Jewish nation, doubtless expecting to find the new- 
born prince in the palace. After their long journey they 
one day came into Jerusalem, and naturally came to 
the great palace in which Herod ruled as king of the 
Jews. They asked, “Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we saw his star in. the east, and are come 
to worship him.” When Herod heard this he was 
troubled. He was a bad man, and really had no right 
to be king. He was very much afraid that some one 
else would become king. So he called together the 
scribes and priests and asked them where the Christ was 
to be born. He had doubtless heard about the King 
whom the Jews were expecting. When the scribes and 
priests told Herod that the King they were expecting 
was to be born in Bethlehem, he called the Wise Men 
in and told them that the King they were seeking could 
probably be found in the village of Bethlehem. Then he 
added, ‘“‘When ye have found him, bring me word, that 
I also may come and worship him.” Now Herod did 
not wish to worship. the little baby King; he wished to 
destroy him so that he could’not grow up and become 
king instead of himself. 

The Wise Men went out of Jerusalem and turned 
toward Bethlehem. As evening came on, they saw the 
star again and were filled with joy to see it, for its pres- 
ence there in the sky told them that they were near 
their journey’s end and would soon see the King. They 
had expected to find the young King in a palace, but 
they were not the kind of men to turn away because 
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they had to hunt for the King in an obscure village. 
They came into the place where Jesus was, and when 
they saw him they knelt down and worshiped him and 
gave him the rich gifts that they had brought. 

God warned the Wise Men in a dream, telling them 
not to go back to Jerusalem or to tell Herod as he had 
requested them to do. So they took another road and 
left the country without ever seeing Herod again. Thus 
was our little Saviour King saved from the cruel tyrant 
who wished to destroy him. 


“Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing. 


“No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground ; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 


“He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove, 

The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of his love.” 


LESSON XXIII 
GOD REVEALING HIMSELF IN HIS CARE FOR THE 
FLOWERS 


Lesson Materia: Matt. 6: 28-34; Gen. 1: 11-13; Ps. 104: 14. 


Memory VerSE: “Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: yet I say unto you, 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these.” Matt. 6: 28, 29. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 
Every normal child of the Primary age is interested 
in flowers. One of the most important tasks of the 
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religious teacher is the tying of these instinctive in- 
terests of childhood to religious ideas. The love of 
children for flowers can be developed into a love for 
Him who made the flowers. Such a lesson as that out- 
lined here should be taught by the aid of objects. The 
teacher should have at hand the plant about which she 
is teaching. The appeal should be through eye gate as 
well as through ear gate. 

Children readily conceive of God as the One who 
plants the wild flowers and cares for them. They see 
their parents planting garden flowers, watering them, 
and cultivating them, and naturally think of the wild 
flowers as cared for and planted by some one. Cause 
them so to identify nature’s processes with God’s ways 
of creation that there will not be in after life any un- 
fortunate antagonism in their ideas concernig these two 
things. If we follow the simplest natural phenomenon 
far enough we shall find ourselves grappling with the 
incomprehensible and supernatural. Our best method is 
to think of God as existing and expressing himself in 
all we see, feel, or hear. It is unfortunate if we come 
to associate him only with the sudden, unexpected, and 
inexplicable things of the world. One of the objects of 
this series of lessons is to secure for children the habit 
of seeing God in all his works. 


INTRODUCTION 


Have some one read the story of the third day of 
Creation. Gen. 1:11-13. Tell the children that since 
God made the grass, flowers, and fruit trees, we can 
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find out something about God by studying them. Have 
them read Ps. 104:14. Ask why grass is one of the 
important creations of God. Point out that without it 
we could have no cattle, horses, goats, sheep. What 
could we do without these animals? Rice, wheat, rye, 
barley, Indian corn; these are all grasses. Could we live 
without them? 
THE LESSON 

One day Jesus preached a great sermon to his dis- 
ciples and to a vast multitude of people. This sermon 
was not preached in a church, but out of doors, on a 
mountain; therefore we have always called it the 
“Sermon on the Mount.” Many of the people who had 
come to hear Jesus were very poor. They had to work 
hard and constantly, in order to gain enough to buy 
bread and the few poor clothes that they wore. Jesus 
knew how anxious they were about these things. There 
were probably fathers there who were distressed because 
they did not know where the bread for their children 
was to come from, or. because little boys and girls in 
their homes were clothed in rags. Now Jesus did not 
tell these people that they were not to keep right on 
working hard for the things for which they had been 
working all the time. He told them not to be anxious 
about these things, that God knew that they needed 
them and would provide them. He urged them to seek 
first to set up God’s Kingdom in the world, and then 
all these other things would be obtainable. Now Jesus 
showed us what God’s Kingdom on earth would be 
when he taught us to pray, saying: “Thy kingdom 
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come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” 
If God’s will were done on earth as it is done in heaven, 
there would not be any poor, little, ragged, and starving 
children anywhere in the world, would there? 

It may have been the springtime when Jesus preached 
the sermon; if it was there were doubtless many beauti- 
ful wild flowers growing everywhere among the rocks, 
for the country in which Jesus lived has many flowers 
in the rainy season of the year. Jesus used these flowers 
to teach the people the loving care of God. He said: 
“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
toil not, neither do they spin: yet I say unto you, that 
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. But if God doth so clothe the grass of the 
field, which to-day is, and to-morrow’ is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith ?” 

I have brought this little flower here to-day to tell 
you about it and how God cares for it and has cared for 
its family for many centuries. Jesus spoke these words 
about flowers when he was preaching on a mountain. 
The flowers of which he spoke grow on highlands and 
mountains. This little flower, which we are to study 
to-day, is a mountain flower, too. See what pretty little 
blue bells it has for flowers. Botanists call it Campanula 
rotundifolia. The first of these words means “a bell” 
and the second means “round leaved.’”’ The first name 
was given it because of the shape of its flowers; the 
second because of the shape of the first leaves which 
it sends up in the spring. Some people call it “the 
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harebell.””. In Scotland, the people love it and call it 
“The bluebell of Scotland.” 

One of the most interesting things about the harebell 
is its wide distribution over the earth. It grows in the 
mountains of our northwestern states and along the 
Great Lakes. It is common in the highlands of Scotland, 
and is found on the Carpathian Mountains and through- 
out Siberia. Let us point out these places on this globe 
and you will see that the home of the harebell is in a 
circle all around the north pole. Now how did it happen 
that this little plant was scattered over so large a part 
of the northern hemisphere? I will tell you the story 
of how it happened, and you are to keep in mind that 
this was God’s way of caring for this plant and his way 
of planting it in its present homes. 

Many centuries ago the earth was much warmer than 
it is to-day. Palms and other tropical plants grew as 
far north as southern Greenland. The only cold places 
on the earth were at the poles or near them. This was 
then the home of the harebell; it grew very near the 
north pole of the earth. After a time the earth began 
to grow cold, It kept on getting colder and colder until 
it was much colder than it is now. It grew so cold that 
the harebells could not live near the north pole. As 
the earth grew colder, the harebells had to move farther 
south. The colder it grew the farther they moved and 
the more they became spread out. If you will look at 
this globe and notice the lines running out from the 
pole you will see that they get farther and farther apart. 
There came a time when the place in which the harebells 
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grew was nearer the equator than to the pole. Then 
the earth began to grow warmer again. The harebells 
do fot like a warm climate; they grow on cold, shady, 
north slopes, and in places where snow and ice exist 
for many months. So as the earth grew warmer, they 
began to move north again. They have gone a good 
ways back toward the north pole, and you will find them 
in a great ring, reaching around the world through 
northern Canada, northern Europe, and northern Asia. 

But some of the harebells did not retreat to the far 
north. They found their way up mountain peaks and 
ranges, where there was cool shade such as they liked, 
with much ice and snow in winter. Here they stayed 
while the rest of the family went on north. This is 
why you are apt.to find harebells on highlands and on 
mountain ranges almost down to the tropics. God had 
much work for the great winter of the world to do, as 
we saw in our lesson on the rocks. The ice of that 
great winter ground the rocks into soil. God used that 
time also to give some little flowers of his a home on 
some of the mountain peaks of the world. A lady who 
knew and loved the harebells wrote the following lines 
about one of these flowers which she discovered by a 
great rock high up on a mountain side: 


“Tell me, little harebell, 
Are you lonely here, 

Dwelling in the shadow, 
Of this rock so drear?’ 


“Tady,’ said the harebell, 
Bowing low its head, 
‘Though this spot seems dreary ; 
Though the sunshine’s fled ; 
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Know that I’m not lonely, 
That I ne’er despair ; 

God is in the shadow, 
God is everywhere.’ ” 


LESSON. Nu, 


GOD REVEALING HIMSELF TO PAUL IN A SHIP- 
WRECK 


Lesson MarertAc: Acts, ch. 27. 


Memory VERSE: 
“He maketh the storm a calm, 
So that the waves thereof are still.” 
lesss, IMUY/o AS), 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 

The story of Paul’s shipwreck is one of the most 
interesting narratives in the New Testament. It re- 
veals in a peculiar way some of the striking elements 
of the great apostle’s personality. It is a demonstra- 
tion of the calm strength which a faith in God gives 
in times of danger. In telling the story emphasize 
the difference between the quiet, resourceful Paul 
and the terrified sailors and passengers. Be sure 
to make it plain that Paul’s courage was not so much 
due to a natural gift as to his faith in God. 


INTRODUCTION 

Have you ever seen a wrecked ship? If you have 
you have doubtless wondered at the terrific power of 
the waves, which can tear a strong ship to pieces, and 
snap in two beams which are two feet thick. One day 
a man was crossing San Francisco Bay and just as his 
vessel was passing the stretch of water that leads 
to the Golden Gate, another steamship was passing out 
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to sea. The wind was blowing with great force, and 
the great waves came rolling through the narrow strait 
and did not settle down until they were far inside the 
bay. ‘The man reached the wharf, went home, and re- 
tired for the night. On looking at the headlines of the 
paper the next morning he read, “Ship wrecked just 
off the Golden Gate—All on board perish!’ Reading 
down the page he found that the name of the ship was 
The Aberdeen. The Aberdeen! Why, that was the 
name on the vessel he had seen going out to sea 
the night before! 

He got on a street car and went out to the ocean 
beach. There was the wreck, scattered for a mile or 
more along the shore. Great pieces of the ship lay 
scattered about. It had been broken in halves at the 
center, then the forepart had been crushed up like 
an eggshell. The stern and a part of the hull had been 
thrown high on the shore. Anchor chains had been 
broken, huge beams twisted into splinters, bars of iron 
bent up like hairpins. One large piece of the wreck 
lay high on the beach and on it could be read “Aberdeen, 
of San Francisco.” 

Now our story to-day is about a shipwreck, and 
how God gave courage to one of his servants in that 
time of terrible danger. 


THE LESSON 


The Apostle Paul was on his way to Rome as a 
prisoner. He was guarded by a Roman centurion, or 
captain. They were on board a large grain ship and 
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were sailing toward Rome when a great storm came 
down upon them. When the sailors found that the 
ship could not make any headway against the wind, 
they took down the sails and let the ship drift. Getting 
under the protection of a small island they managed 
to get the boat on board. It had been tied behind the 
ship. Then the sailors, hoping to strengthen the ship 
so that the waves could not break it to pieces, took a 
long rope, or cable, and bound it around the ship as a 
boy winds string about a block of wood. They called 
this “under-girding the ship.” 

The next day the storm was worse than it was before, 
and they had to lighten the ship by throwing the freight 
overboard. They even threw out the ropes and pulleys, 
so anxious were they to get rid of as much weight as 
possible. They were very fearful lest they be driven 
upon the Syrtis, a strip of sandy coast on the north 
side of Africa. After they had battled with the storm 
many days, everyone became discouraged and was ready 
to give up; they did not have hope enough left to care 
anything about taking food. Then Paul, the prisoner, 
came among them and told them that an angel of God 
had appeard to him in a dream in the night and had 
told him that his prayer was answered and that every- 
one on board would be saved, although the ship would 
be lost. Then Paul said, “Be of good cheer.” Paul 
believed that God would do exactly as he promised, 
and moreover, he was a believer in Jesus who had stilled 
the waves and conquered the winds on the Sea of 
Galilee. For fourteen days they were driven before the 
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winds and were beaten by the waves, and still the stanch 
old. ship held together. Then at midnight the sailors 
thought they were drawing near land. Sailors have 
a wonderful way of just feeling when land is near, 
even. when they cannot see it. If they should strike 
the beach at midnight in such a storm, it hardly seemed 
possible that any of them could escape. The sailors 
sounded. That is, they let out a weight with a cord 
tied: to it and found out how deep the water was. It 
was twenty fathoms deep. After a little time they 
sounded again, and found fifteen fathoms. Then they 
knew that they were nearing some shore, for the water 
was growing shallower. “Let the anchors go!” shouted 
the captain, and they loosed the four great anchors of 
iron, and down they plunged into the sea. Then the 
anchor chains became taut and the ship jerked and 
tossed all night long, but the chains were strong and 
the anchors held. 

The sailors had let down the boat pretending that 
they were going to put out some more anchors, but 
Paul saw their plan. He knew that they were going 
to run away with the boat and try to save themselves, 
leaving the others there to die. So Paul said to the 
captain that these sailors must be kept on board if every- 
one was to be saved. They cut the ropes and let the 
boat drift away. Then Paul brought bread and urged 
them all to eat, and, standing there in the storm-tossed 
ship, he lifted up his eyes to God and gave him thanks 
for their daily food. Paul’s faith seemed to cheer the 
others and they all took some bread and began to eat. 
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As the ship was beginning to show the effects of the 
terrible beatings of the waves, they threw out the wheat 
into the sea to lighten it still more. When morning 
came they could see a dim shore line, but did not know 
what land it was. They could make out a little creek 
and a kind of bay at its mouth, and thought that if 
they could run the ship into this sheltered place they 
might save the vessel and get safely to land. So they 
cast off the anchors, leaving them in the sea, put up 
the foresail, and made for the land. They came into 
a place where two currents met and where the water 
was so turbulent that they could not guide the ship. 
The vessel ran on the shore and stuck fast in the sand. 
The waves began to break it to pieces. All who could 
swim threw themselves into the water and swam to 
shore. The others held on to planks and pieces of the 
ship, and so all got safe to land. God had kept his 
promise made to Paul in his dream. 


LESSON XXV 
GOD REVEALING HIMSELF TO JESUS OUT OF DOORS 


Lesson MATERIAL: Luke 9: 28-36. 


Memory Verse: “This is my Son, my chosen: hear ye him.” 
Luke 9: 35b. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHER 
Children like to be out of doors. Half the joy they 
feel in a picnic party is due to the sense of freedom 
which comes when they are released from the confine- 
ment of the home or of the school. It is possible to 
make this joy of the out of doors a part of the re- 
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ligious consciousness. Great poets have felt, in a high 
degree, the religious emotions which stir into being in 
the presence of nature. All normal people are apt to 
feel it, at times, and to some degree. It has its be- 
ginnings in childhood and can be so cultivated as to 
minister potently to the religious life. Teach children 
to be reverent and worshipful in the church as the house 
of God, but let them feel, too, that the great out of 
doors is God’s temple, where his children are to be 
happy in fellowship with the Father God who “giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy.” Make a study of the 
life of Jesus in the out of doors. It will not be pos- 
sible to present to children in one recitation all the 
matter you may gather in such a study, but a thorough 
study of the whole subject will fit you to teach a small 
part of it more effectively. 


INTRODUCTION 

Ask the pupils whether they enjoy picnics, “hikes” 
through the woods, camping out, going fishing, making 
gardens, and outings by the sea. Let them tell why 
they enjoy these things. They will probably bring out 
the fact that a large part of their pleasure in the activi- 
ties named is due to the fact that they take place out 
of doors. Tell them that we are to learn something 
to-day of Jesus’ life out of doors, and the way God 
revealed himself to Jesus there. 


THE LESSON 
Did you ever spend a whole day in the woods or by 
the seashore after you had been shut up in school for 
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many weeks? If you have you probably remember 
that day as a very happy day. Most children like the 
out of doors, and it is right that they should, for we 
have many reasons for believing that Jesus loved the 
out of doors, too. He seems to have spent a great deal 
of his time there. He was not baptized in a church, but 
in or by a river. After his baptism he went away into 
a desert and spent forty days. Mark tells us that during 
that time “he was with the wild beasts.’’ We are prob- 
ably not to think of Jesus as surrounded at that time 
by fierce, wild animals, but to think of him as living 
among all the out-of-door living things, great and 
small.. Jesus sometimes preached and taught in the 
synagogues or in the porches of the Temple, especially 
when the weather was rainy and on the Sabbath, but 
quite as often he preached and taught in the out of 
doors, on the mountain side, or by the sea. He traveled 
all over Palestine with his disciples, and they ate and 
doubtless slept often in the open air. In one place we 
are told of the disciples plucking ears of grain and 
rubbing out the grains to eat as they walked along the 
paths running through the fields; at another time we 
are told how they sat by a well and ate their noonday 
meal; at still another time Jesus saw a fig tree in the 
distance, and, being hungry, expressed a desire that 
he might find figs on it. 

Jesus often spent much time alone in out-of-the-way 
places. Sometimes he spent whole nights in prayer 
alone by the sea or in the mountains. We are told that 
the Garden of Gethsemane was a place where Jesus 
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often went with his disciples. We believe that Jesus 
spent much time out of doors not merely because he 
loved the flowers, birds, rocks, and trees; but for a 
far more important reason. It was there that he found 
fellowship with God. 

Jesus usually was alone when he spent a night in 
prayer out of doors, but on one occasion he took three 
of his disciples with him. They climbed a mountain 
at night. It may have been Mount Hermon in the 
northern part of Palestine. It is nearly ten thousand 
feet high. Jesus had gone there to pray, and as he 
prayed a wonderful thing happened. His face and 
even his clothes began to shine with a light brighter 
than that of the sun. Two people came and talked with 
him. One of them was Moses, the other was Elijah. 
They were talking with him about the sufferings that 
Jesus was soon to undergo at Jerusalem. You know 
that Jesus was God’s Son; he had become a man that 
he might help and save the world. It is probable that 
the three disciples saw him as he was in the Father’s 
home before he came to earth and as he is now that 
he has ascended to heaven again. As Jesus talked with 
Moses and Elijah a bright cloud came over them. When 
the disciples saw the cloud they knew that God was 
there. You remember that there was a cloud which led 
the Hebrew people after they crossed the Red Sea. 
That cloud taught the Hebrews that God was leading 
them and when they saw it, they thought of him and 
his protection, and took courage. 

As soon as the disciples saw the cloud over Jesus 
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and the two who were talking with him, they heard a 
voice speaking out of the cloud and saying to them, 
“This is my Son, my chosen: hear ye him.” Then the 
cloud and the visitors vanished and there was no one 
but Jesus standing with them. It is not probable that 
we shall ever in this life hear God speaking as the three 
disciples heard him on the mountain that night, but 
we can hear his voice in another way; he can speak to 
us through the voices of birds, through the sounds 
of a waterfall, or through the patter of the rain on our 
roofs at night. We shall probably never see a bright 
cloud, shining like the sun, and telling us that God 
is there, but he is in every cloud, and in everything 
else we see. He is all around us and within us if we 
love him and try to do his will. 

Learn this verse of a great hymn. Possibly some- 
time you will wish to learn all the other verses: 

“God of all being, throned afar, 
Thy glory flames from sun and star, 


Center and soul of every sphere, 
Yet to each loving heart, how near!” 


We have now come to the end of our lessons on how 
God reveals himself in his out of doors. If you have 
come to see the world as something God has made, 
you have learned a great lesson. Those who are able 
to see the trees, flowers, and birds as God’s creatures 
become comrades of the great Creator of all things. 
Your playmates are your comrades. Comrades are 
people who enjoy one another’s company. We can be 
comrades with God who made the earth and the sky 
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and the sea. Comrades become like one another. If 
you play with certain children a great deal, you will 
become like them; talk like them, act like them, like 
the things they like. So we become like God if we are 
his comrades, if we work with him, play with him, talk 
with him. This great truth is taught by the following 
little poem which I hope you may learn: 


“There is a story I have heard, 
A poet learned it of a bird, 
And kept its music, every word. 


“A story of a dim ravine, 
O’er which the towering tree tops lean, 
With one blue rift of sky between. 


“And there, two thousand years ago, 
A little flower as white as snow, 
Swayed in the silence to and fro. 


“And through the darkness night by night, 
One golden star would climb the height, 
And cheer the lonely floweret’s sight. 


“Thus watching the blue heavens afar, 
And the rising of its favorite star, 
A slow change came, but not to mar. 


“For softly o’er its petals white, _ 
There crept a blueness like the light 
Of skies upon a summer’s night. 


And in its chalice, I am told, 
The bonny bell was found to hold, 
A tiny star that gleamed like gold. 


“Now, little children, sweet and true, 
I find a lesson here for you, 
Writ in the floweret’s bell of blue. 


“The faithful child, whose watchful eye, 
Strives after all things pure and high, 
Shall take their image by and by.” 
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